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University Express Racism Survey:
1 in 9 Students Suffer Racist Abuse at UCC
Ciaran Dineen, News Editor

A

t the beginning of October, the
University Express launched
a survey aimed towards students of
University College Cork in order
to determine whether students
view racism as an issue in UCC,
whether students have experienced
or witnessed racism in or around
the UCC campus, and how it affects
students of all ethnicities and
backgrounds. The survey was sent
to every student email account, with
137 respondents between October
3rd to October 21st.
The survey consisted of a series
of short questions, while the
identification of students in terms
of gender and nationality/ethnicity
was also collected. The questions
ranged from asking about personal
UCC student union president Alan Hayes, vice-president for education Aaron Frahill, Emergency Care Society
experiences of racism, to witnessing
chairwoman Kathryn Lesko, scheme co-ordinator Daragh Mathews, team captain Ciara O’Callaghan, and Cillian
racism and concluding as to whether
Read of The Bike Shed at the launch of Ireland’s first student-led, student-run Community Response Team at
they believed that the governing
Brookfield Health Science Complex, UCC. Picture: David Keane. Full story page 3
bodies of UCC are doing enough to
combat racism in and around UCC.
Respondents were also asked to rate The responses collected showed during their time at UCC. Based 1 student in every 9 people surveyed.
the severity of racism on our campus that 16 of the 137 students surveyed on these findings, the University Out of the total respondents of 137, a
on a scale of 1-10 based on their own have experienced racism personally Express can say that this applies for sum of 122 identified as either white,
opinions.
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Good morning and welcome to the fourth issues of this year’s
edition of the University Express. I hope you enjoy and appreciate
all the hard working and effort me and the rest of the editorial team
put into bringing our newspaper to you on a fortnightly basis.
Over the past number of weeks, the University Express has been
investigating the topic of racism in UCC. We had received a number
of emails and Facebook messages in relation to incidents of racism
on campus and around the likes of College road and Western road. These messages were difficult to
read, as both international students and students of different ethnicity were often finding it difficult to fit
in and, at the end of the day, didn’t know where to turn. After receiving a number of such e-mails and
messages, the topic came up in a staff meeting of carrying out an investigation into whether students
deemed racism to be an issue in UCC and whether people had experienced or witnessed racial prejudice
on campus. We created a survey and with the help of the Students Union, who were very enthusiastic
and interested in the survey and its possible findings, we distributed it to every student with an active
student email account. The survey was available to complete for students for a full week. While the
uptake was not as high as we would have hoped, I still believe that the data gathered is important in
understanding that racism still very much exists on campus, and while it may not seem like a big deal
now, it could potentially lead to a larger issue in the future.
One morning, while we were establishing whether an investigation was necessary, a video of a young
man racially abusing and attempting to fight an employee at a local fast-food outlet in Cork (I am not
going to say their name here, but if you’ve seen the video you know what I’m talking about). The video
had spread across almost every social media platform and was very quickly garnering interest from
larger media outlets in the city, such as Red FM and the Examiner. This video really highlighted the
issue we face here in UCC. While I understand that alcohol was involved, from what I’ve seen in the
video it is never acceptable to treat another human being like that. The fact that the young gentleman
tried to physically attack the employee is disgusting, wrong and everything UCC stands against. This
type of behaviour goes against every ounce of ‘Independent Thinking’ the university tries to instill in us
and it was disheartening to see that in the eyes of many, that remains how much of us students are seen.
Animalistic and ever so slightly deranged.
Thank you very much for taking the time out of your day to read this issue of the University Express
and I hope you all have a fantastic week.
editor@uccexpress.ie

Do we lose or gain an hour lads?
Ciaran Dineen, News Editor

Ah yes it’s that time of year again, where we type “when do” into Google
and then the rest of the sentence is filled out automatically to “when do
the clocks change.” That’s just the beginning however. I will have needed
more fingers to count how many times I debated whether we gain or lose
an hour of sleep with friends and family over the course of last weekend.
Thankfully, by the time you’re reading this, you will know by now and the
‘jet lag’ from the hour’s difference will have passed - hopefully.
I’m sure that on Sunday morning many of us will have welcomed the
extra hour in bed but what I’m not looking forward to is the afternoon darkness that is fast approaching. Coming
out of a lecture in the pitch black is not exactly ideal, especially if you’re someone who is prone to getting the
‘winter blues.’ Speaking of blues, how did the Jazz Festival go for ye? I’m praying that I managed to peel
myself away from doing assignments and got my grove on over the weekend. It’s so important to try and give
yourself a break every now and again, or else you might totally crack up. Even if you just get out for a brisk
walk in the cold air, surrounded by a plethora of colours, it’s bound to be good for the soul. It’s mad to think that
we’re only 5 weeks away from exams and even madder to think that Christmas is less than two months away.
Balancing study, assignments, exams and buying presents can be stressful so perhaps you should try and make a
plan to see where you can spare time over the next four weeks.
For those first years who are reading this, be prepared to be stressed, it’s okay if you are, we’ve all been there,
and many of us are still there, so don’t worry. I always try and embrace this time, I must admit that I love it.
The colours of the leaves, the breath in the air, the hot chocolate stands that come on campus….what’s not to
love? For the lads out there it’s also a great opportunity to send your CVs off to girls who tweet about wanting a
boyfriend to keep her warm over winter – I’m preparing mine as we speak, so keep your fingers crossed for me.
As always I hope this edition finds you all well and that you enjoy reading our latest edition!
news@uccexpress.ie #uccexpress

Míle Buiochas, Ciaran.

Issue Four | Tuesday 30h October 2018 | University Express

Cover Story continued...
Irish or Caucasian. 25 of those who
answered the survey identified
as a different ethnicity. Out of
these 25, a total number of 10 had
claimed that they had been subject
to personal, racist attacks. The data
from the survey showed that 40%
of all non-white, Irish or Caucasian
respondents have suffered racist
abuse while studying at UCC. Out
of the 122 students who identified as
Irish/White or Caucasian, a total of 6
claim that they have been personally
targeted by racism, this equates
to almost 5% of students in that
category, or 1 in 20.
Out of all 137 people respondents,

only 31 could answer categorically
‘yes’ when asked whether they
thought racism was being discussed
enough on campus at UCC. In
response to the scale question
mentioned above, on average
students believe that the severity of
racism on campus is 3.24 out of 10.
Looking more closely at the figures
resulting from this question, it’s
noted that the highest number from
any respondent was 8 on the scale,
with a total of four people using this
figure to describe the seriousness
of racism at UCC. On the opposite
end of the spectrum, 29 of those
surveyed only gave this question a
mark of 1. The overall figure of 3.24,
therefore, is naturally distorted by
the much higher number of students
who believe there is no racism in
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UCC, compared to those who think
there is a significant problem.

home” and was called a “thief”
because they were black.

Accounts from victims who have
received personal abuse due to their
ethnicity highlights an astonishing
level
of
ignorance
towards
international students studying here
at University College Cork. Of those
who have suffered abuse, a high
percentage come from Asian descent
and many claim that they feel
excluded and mocked because of
their ethnicity. Reports also indicate
that there is a culture of inappropriate
racist language used within social
groups and subsequently directed
covertly at their targets. However,
other accounts suggest that there is
open racism, with one respondent
claiming that they were told to “go

All of the data collected shows
that there are serious causes for
concern for UCC. The strategic
plan for the college for 2017-2022
includes details for international
student expansion but there is a
danger that these statistics may deter
foreign nationals from choosing to
study in Cork. While the majority
of respondents claim that racial
discrimination is not an issue, the
results clearly indicate that racism
does exist on campus.
Further details of the survey can be
seen on page 8 in an article entitled
“University
Express
Racism
Survey: Upon Closer Inspection” 

UCC Emergency Care Society Launch Ireland’s First

Student-Led Community First Responders Group
Cailean Coffey, Editor-in-Chief by a bystander, or a member of the vetted and CPR trained and are ready
The UCC Emergency Care Society
last week announced the launch of
the country’s very first student-run
and student-led community first
responders team. The launch comes
as part of a collaboration between
the Emergency Care Society, the
Student’s Union, the Pre-Hospital
Emergency Care Council and the
National Ambulance Service.
Community First Responders (CFR)
teams are a nationwide initiative first
established in 2014 by the National
Ambulance Service to aid victims
in the time between an incident
taking place and an ambulance
arriving on the scene. They are
only called during cases where
an individual suffers from Chest
Pain, Breathing difficulty, Choking,
Stroke or Cardiac difficulties
outside of a hospital setting. It’s
during these instances when a quick
response (i.e. initiating CPR or the
Heimlich Maneuver) is crucial to
an individual's survival. Since 2016,
there has been 2389 cases of cardiac
arrests outside of a hospital. In 84%
of cases, CPR was quickly initiated

local CFR Team.

The new UCC CFR team are under
the leadership of the National
Ambulance Service, like every
other CFR group in the country.
The new group shall cover a 1km
radius surrounding UCC. This radius
stretches from Dennehy’s Cross to
St. Finbarrs Cathedral, and from
the Mardyke Arena to the Lough.
The group will be working using
the National Ambulance Service’s
text alert system. This system means
that if an incident occurs within the
groups 1km radius, the two members
rostered to be on call will be alerted
by text that there is an issue as soon
as an individual calls the ambulance
to report a problem .Rather than using
cars, the Bike Shed have donated
two bicycles for the team’s members
to use when they are on call. The
Student’s Union has also funded a
state-of-the-art AED (Automated
External Defibrillator) for the team
to use during emergencies.
At the time of writing, there is
currently 35 students signed up to the
join the team. 19 have been Garda-

for the groups launch, while 16 have
yet to complete their training. Each
day is divided into two shifts. Shift
one begins at 9:00 am. and concludes
at 5:00 pm, while shift two begins at
5:00 pm and continues until 9:0 am
the following morning. One group,
made up of two members of the
team, will be rostered to cover each
shift. The hope is that the team will
receive only one text every fortnight,
though the team are prepared to
cover any number of texts they may
receive. Currently, the group is only
trained to cover incidents of cardiac
arrest and choking, however it is
hoped that if the group is a success
in the coming months and years that
they would advance to cover both
chest pains and strokes. It is also
hoped that the group will be able to
extend their 1km radius if it proves a
success.
Speaking at the CFR teams official
launch, the Emergency Care
Society’s Chairperson ,Kathryn
Lesko, was quick to note that the
groups launch wasn’t all plain
sailing, saying “I still don’t believe
it’s happening. It’s been a year and a

half of fighting every single obstacle.
Everyone we asked has come up
with a reason why we shouldn’t
be doing it and there was always
something scary, another obstacle,
but we’ve always jumped through all
the hoops and put out all the fires”.
It has only been two weeks since the
group got the official go- ahead from
UCC administration, with Lesko
pointing out “the official all-clear
from the UCC administration was
buying us the AED. The Student’s
Union bought us that as they figured
that until we had electricity they
[UCC] had control over us, and we
purchased that two weeks ago”.
Despite the difficulties faced in
launching the group, Lesko is just
thrilled to have the team ready to go,
“There’s a need for it in the UCC
area. There is such a high population
and there are only six ambulances on
call at any one time for Cork county,
so there’s not enough. We identified
the need and got a fantastic response
from students looking to help and
here we are, ready to start”.
UCC’s CFR team will ﬁnally
begin taking texts from Thursday
November 1st. 

News
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Jim Miley Director General Irish Universities Association, Monday 29th January 2018. Photo credit: Portraits at IUA. Picture Jason Clarke

“The house isn’t burning down but we can smell the smoke.”

Interview: Jim Miley, Director General of the IUA
Ciaran Dineen, News Editor

T

he recent Budget drew criticism
from all areas of third-level
education due to a lack of planned
capital investment in our national
universities. The Union of Students
of Ireland (USI) in particular
condemned the fiscal decisions of
the government as they claimed
that the allocation of €500 million
towards a ‘rainy day fund’, should
have instead been used to aid a
damaged third-level system. In the
previous edition of the University

Express, the ‘Save Our Spark’
campaign
was
highlighted,
explaining the role that it hopes to
play in encouraging the public to
express their frustration over the
lack of executive funding for our
universities.
A key figure behind the campaign
is Director General of the Irish
Universities Association, Jim
Miley. In his role, Mr Miley
leads a process of developing
and enhancing the position of
universities as key agents of
growth and influence in the
Irish economy, and the social

and cultural life of the country.
During a recent conference in
Cork involving Ireland’s seven
universities, the Director General
found time to talk exclusively to
the University Express, giving
an in-depth analysis of his vision
for the country’s highest level of
education.
In reference to the outcome of the
Budget, Mr Miley said that the lack
of investment came as no major
surprise. “We had a good indication
that there would be modest funding
made available in the budget.

We had asked for a much bigger
change in terms of an increase
but that didn’t come. We were
also looking for specific funds for
capital refurbishment of facilities
in universities, for labs and so on,
which haven’t been looked at for
over a decade but there was nothing
in the budget to address that. We
weren’t particularly surprised but
we still recognise that this is a long
term issue and it’s important that
we keep it highlighted”.
The economic recession had
a severe impact on funding
for universities in Ireland, as
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governments made hefty cut-backs.
Investment that would have been
provided for third-level institutions
instead had to be re-routed to
primary education, as the country
had to make allowances for a surge
in the number of young children
starting school for the very first
time. This not only affected the
universities
themselves,
but
also students, who found their
annual contribution fees rise from
approximately €1000 to €3000.
In fact, funding per student has
dropped by 50%, from €10000
in 2008 to just €5000 today.
According to the Mr Miley, even
the 2008 figure would place Ireland
very low down the European
average rankings. “In 2008/2009,
we were still by no means top of
the pile. We were below the EU
and OECD average. Sweden and
Finland currently spend about
€20000 per student and many other
countries spend double if not triple the
amount that we currently do today”.
By 2021, an extra €600 million will
be needed in the system. However,
according to Jim, this will not be
used to lower student contribution
levels for the time being. “Well
first we really just have to stop
the bleeding because that’s what
is happening at the moment, it’s a
bleed. That €600 million will get
us to about €6,500 per student,
which sees us moving in the right
direction. Whether the fees goes
down is up to the government and
universities to decide but I see
no prospect in the €3000 being
reduced until the funding is up to
a certain level. At the moment we
are below the waterline but when
that is fixed I think student fees
could be discussed”.
The cash injection is badly needed
to boost the area of teaching and
learning, according to the Director
General. “There is a significant
issue in that area. Class sizes for
certain faculties have increased
substantially. The amount of

tutoring that students get is now
more limited. The extra attention
in terms of one-to-one interactions
is stretched. The student to lecturer
ratio is about 21:1 whereas before
it was more like 17 or 18:1 and the
EU average is about 15:1 so it’s
self-evident that where you have
limited resources stretched across
more students then learning is
limited”. From the outside looking
in, people will inevitably point to
modern infrastructure which has
been built for our universities in
recent times and question whether
there really is a capital deficiency.
However, a lot of the funds used
for such development comes
from foreign shores. “There are
many facilities that are not fit for
purpose anymore, like out of date
laboratories, but the challenge for
universities is that these are seen
alongside shiny new buildings.
However, most of the money used
there is borrowed and comes from
the European Investment Bank.
Sometimes the public and the

News
this has been linked to a lack of
investment. While the calculation
of these results can often be far
from perfect, they still matter
as Jim explains. “The rankings
mean something because they are
noticed. They are noticed by people
who want to come to Ireland, they
are noticed by philanthropists who
might want to donate money and
they are noticed by parents who
are there to advise their sons and
daughters. One crucial metric used
in the rankings is the student –
lecturer ratio and as our ratios have
widened we have fallen down the
list”.
However, there remains some
optimism for the Director General,
who believes that the message
for urgent investment will get
through to the government. “It’s
not just us saying that we need
investment. The Taoiseach in his
first address to the Dáil in June
2017 said that universities need
to be given greater autonomy
and need investment. We have

“Sweden and Finland currently
spend about €20000 per student
and many other countries spend
double if not triple the amount
that we currently do today”
political system would say ‘well if
you’re able to pay for a €10 million
building then everything must
be alright’ but it’s not all alright
because, as I say, that money has to
be paid back and if you look at our
seven universities they have about
€700 million borrowed between
them and the interest for those
loans comes directly out of the
core capital expenditure budget”
Mr Miley explains.
Universities all over the country
have seen their rankings fall
on an international stage and

IBEC who highlighted that higher
education investment was one of
three priorities, they specifically
identified that. We need these
sentiments to be backed in order to
address the funding”. He continued
by saying, “this is manageable but
we need to act now. I liken the
situation to this, the house is not
burning down but we are smelling
the smoke, and if we don’t address
this soon we’re going to do some
serious damage”.
Just 24 hours prior to our encounter
with Mr Miley, a new Minister for
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Education was appointed to the
government. When asked what he
would say to Minister McHugh,
the Director General of the IUA
replied, “what we will say to the
new Minister is that this is about
the future talent and innovation for
the foundation of the economy. It’s
not just about the graduates but
also the research and innovation
that happens across universities
in Ireland and if we don’t invest
in that now we don’t sow the
seeds for the next crop of talent
and creativity that comes out of
Ireland. This is about creating
and investing in the bedrock for
the future of our country and the
economy, and that is the message
we will be putting to the Minister”.
Addressing the accommodation
crisis, Mr Miley agreed that there is
a serious problem with housing in
general. However, he did point to
a specific issue which he believes
is affecting students in particular
and that is the unrestricted
proliferation that Airbnb currently
operates in. “Many cities around
the world have restricted the use
of Airbnb but we haven’t here and
that to me directly impacts student
accommodation. Many of the
properties that would have been
available to students in the past are
now under the control of Airbnb
and that has excluded students
from being able to rent them. I was
disappointed that the government
didn’t act on that but they are
still considering it and that will
definitely be something that we
will be putting pressure on”.
It seems that for now changes to
our third-level education system
will be incremental. While the
economy continues to grow, one
has to question the strategy of the
government in its decision to hold
back on funding for universities.
The ‘rainy day’ is now, as the
Union of Students of Ireland
proclaimed last month and as
the smoke continues to rise, the
consequences for education in
Ireland could prove to be fatal. 
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Mercury, Morgan, and the Masculinity Veneer
Fergal Smiddy, Features Editor me that a ‘man’ is defined as “An ‘legitimate’

I

t’s probably an understatement
to describe the exhaustive degree
to which masculinity is a subject
of contention in today’s society
as ‘strange’. People argue about
masculinity all the time. It’s used
as an avenue through which to
bully, mock, demean and degrade –
but why? It’s not as if masculinity
can be accurately described or
defined – even the Oxford English
dictionary’s attempt falls far outside
what can be understood as a concrete
definition; describing masculinity as
“qualities or attributes regarded as
characteristic of men” – a definition
which is hollow, vague, and begging
of a further definition: what exactly
are ‘men’? The Oxford dictionary
goose-chase continues, informing

adult human male” – still of no use
to someone who doesn’t have a full
and definite idea of what a “male”
is; and thus the chase continues.
Frustratedly typing in the definition
of “male”, I can’t help but feel as
if the Oxford Dictionary is trying
to avoid my question – fumbling to
throw together a cleverly constructed
answer, designed to reassure but
containing nothing of substance, like
a Fine Gael minister being grilled on
RTE’s Prime Time. Oxford reassures
me that a male is simply “the sex
that produces gametes, especially
spermatozoa, with which a female
may be fertilized or inseminated to
produce offspring”, but again, this
leaves much to be desired. According
to Wikipedia (which I reluctantly
enquire, given the degree to which

online
information
resources have aided my quest thus
far) approximately 7% of all men
are affected by infertility – do these
men then cease to be men, minister
Oxford? The people want answers.
What about Transgender men?
Many of them cannot produce your
precious spermatozoa, do they too
fall outside your terribly ineffective
definition of what makes a ‘man’?
There is simply too many caveats,
too many ‘ifs’ ‘ands’ and ‘buts’.
Given that the Oxford Dictionary’s
definition of a ‘dictionary’ is a book
which defines a word’s “meaning”,
and Oxford Dictionary’s definition of
what it is to “define” something is to
“State or describe exactly the nature,
scope, or meaning” of it, I think it’s
safe to say that when it comes to
the term “masculinity” the Oxford

English Dictionary is, by its own
definition, failing to do its job. So, in
the most unparliamentary language:
Fuck you, Deputy Oxford. Fuck you.
The concept of masculinity is one
which I find myself thinking about
quite a lot. My meditations and
ponderings on masculinity have
given me far too many a stressheadache, and provided me with
far too little in the way of answers.
It’s been a topic of public discourse
quite heavily, with a surge in
relevancy occurring only in the last
few weeks. Piers Morgan was back
in the headlines, proudly marching
forward with yet another take so far
from hot that he’s had to go at it with
a hair-dryer for the past four million
years to excavate it from its carbonite
casing. I won’t bother quoting what
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he said, because I genuinely fear
that if I have to bring myself to type
that insufferable, bag-of-wet-sandlooking eejit’s name into the Twitter
search bar, I’ll lose a magnitude
of respect for myself that will take
years of therapy and transcendental
meditation to rebuild. Basically,
Morgan decided to take to Twitter
(struggling to navigate the app due
to his Heinz baked bean saucecovered fingers, in my imagination
– you can just tell he’s a bakedbeans guy) and launch an attack on
James Bond himself, Daniel Craig,
for no justifiable reason – as is to be
expected; the only thing Craig was
guilty of was being photographed in
public carrying his newborn child
in a papoose (one of those babycarrier yokes that you strap to your
body, allowing you to practically and
efficiently carry around your child
in cool kangaroo-esque fashion).
The sight of Craig carrying his baby

in such a way carried the stench of
femininity and maternal care right
to Morgan’s flaring nostrils, sending
him spiralling into a baked-beansfuelled rage. “#EmasculatedBond”
cried Morgan, barely managing
to spit the words out through a
mouthful of baked-beans (okay,
I’ll leave the whole baked-beans
thing at that, the image just fits
too perfectly). Many feel that this
was yet another publicity stunt on
behalf of Morgan, who feeds solely
off of the fleeting staccato bursts of
relevancy he receives from spouting
this kind of insufferable tripe online
(that, and the twelve cans of baked
beans he ingests each day, either
drank straight from the can or
eaten with a plastic spoon from a
ziplocked bag, if he’s out and about
(Okay, I promise that was the last
one)). However, I can’t help but feel
that this is more than a desperate
swing for clicks and headlines from

Features
Morgan. I think it runs deeper than
that.
For Piers Morgan and those like
him, James Bond resembles the
very essence of what they perceive
to be masculine. A “proper English
gentlemen”. He treats women poorly
but still gets them into bed. He kills
the baddies. He shows no emotional
vulnerability, lashing out in anger
and violence in situations when
the normal human response would
be to express sadness and cry. He’s
everything Piers Morgan wants to be.
So, when James Bond, the highest
object of Morgan’s hyper-masculine
worship expresses any whispering
semblance of what he deems to
be feminine, it’s only natural that
Morgan would erupt in a storm of
insecurity and anger. The burly logcabin walls of Morgan’s conceptual
image of masculinity have been
reduced to a veneer, and despite his
best efforts, the cracks are beginning
to show.
Judith Butler is an American
philosopher and gender theorist, who
I briefly encountered last year in my
study of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth
Night”. My knowledge of her and
her work is limited, so I don’t want
to dwell on her/it too much without
the sufficient research to back me
up. However, one overarching thesis
of hers which I found to be quite
interesting was her definition of
gender as being a performative act.
In Twelfth Night (or the 2006 film
“She’s The Man” starring Amanda
Bynes, if you aren’t familiar with the
Shakespearen play – it’s basically a
modern retelling) a prominent theme
is that of transvestism and mistaken
identity. Male characters dress up in
conventional female clothing, and
vice-versa; leading to a wealth of
confusion among the characters as to
which of them are boys and which are
girls. The point that Butler is making,
I think, is that gender, along with
ideas of masculinity and femininity,
are not as concrete and definite as we
believe them to be. For example, if I
(who would typically be thought of
as a male and masculine person) were
to dress myself up in conventionally

7

female clothing, apply a full face
of makeup, and adopt a typically
feminine set of mannerisms, a room
full of strangers might interpret me
as being a member of the female
gender. The fact that we so definitely
and ardently believe in a concept of
binary genders, when it can be so
easily circumvented and mistaken, is
extremely interesting to me.
These thoughts dwelled further
on my mind recently, with the
release of Freddie Mercury biopic
“Bohemian Rhapsody”. Mercury, a
global icon of style and rock music,
often engaged in transvestism,
dressing freely and flamboyantly
with a strong disregard for gendered
clothing and conventional masculine
appearance. He was the subject of
much abuse and discrimination, due
to both his sexuality and the fluid,
uncategorisable way in which he
expressed his gender. Being both a
rebel against gender conventions as
well as a leading figure in the hypermasculine world of Rock and Roll
was bound to cause confusion and
frustration for some – how could
such a powerfully masculine voice,
belting out triumphant anthems of
victory be coming from the mouth
of someone who wears makeup and
dresses up in women’s clothing?
Just like Daniel Craig did for Piers
Morgan, Mercury showed a binarythinking, gay-fearing population at
the height of the AIDS epidemic that
the idea of masculinity is only as
concrete as we allow it to be – as we
perceive it to be. Years of gendered
thinking has set up thick ideological
boundaries around the idea of what is
‘masculine’. Adhering to this kind of
thinking, the idea of removing these
boundaries can seem to be a scary
concept, and many would rather
reside comfortably in their widelyvalidated belief that man and woman
are concrete and immovable objects.
A narrow, limited view of masculinity
is a damaging one; a view which
keeps us trapped and cornered in a
cage of fragile insecurity and fear; a
cage from which – to quote Freddie
Mercury himself – we should all
want to break free. 
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University Express Racism Survey: Upon Closer Inspection
Fergal Smiddy, Features Editor
On October 3rd, The University Express compiled a survey entitled “Racism in UCC”, designed with the intent of highlighting instances of on-campus
racism which would otherwise go unseen. The survey was sent out via e-mail to every student currently attending UCC.
The survey was short and simple, consisting of eight questions, including the option for students to leave any additional comments they wished to make.
The survey ran for a total of eighteen days, and was closed on October 21st, having received a total of 137 responses from individual UCC students.
Below is a detailed run-through of the survey and the statistics gathered. I have listed the results of each question as percentages of the 137 participants,
as well as including any further necessary information.

Q1

Male

Female

Non-Binary

Question 1: What gender
do you identify as?
The participants were mostly Female
(58.8%), as opposed to the Male
minority of 38.2%. Individuals
identifying as Non-Binary made
up 2.1% of the participants. One
participant chose not to share their
gender, identifying themselves as an
“individual” (0.7%)

Q2

The remaining responses consisted
of an array of different ethnicities
and cultural identities, which were
represented by no more than one or
two participants. These included:
African; Dutch; Eastern European;
Hispanic; Indian; Malaysian; Middle
Eastern; Mixed; Muslim; Nigerian.
Participants who failed to provide
their ethnicity accounted for 2.9% of
the final results.
While this may not appear as diverse
a sample as one might have hoped for,
it is important to note that the survey
also aimed to shed light on instances
of racism towards marginalised
groups, which may include people of
Caucasian ethnicity, such as the Irish
traveller community. Another factor
to consider is that the survey also
asked participants if they had ever
been a witness to racism on campus,
a question which is applicable to all
students, regardless of ethnicity.

Q3

Yes
No

Question 3: As a UCC
student, do you feel that
Irish
Asian
Other
racism is a major issue in
White/
White Irish
Black
Cacusasian
UCC?
Question 2: What ethnicity A Note From The Editor: This
do you most identify with? question was added to the survey
Did not say

Chinese

Participants were free to create their
own answer for this question, leading
to a wide mix of different responses,
as well as some participants choosing
to withhold their ethnicity. For the
sake of brevity, the responses have
been compiled into a list: Caucasian/
white: 30.9%, Irish: 29.4%, White
Irish: 16.9%, Asian: 4.4%, Chinese:
2.9%, Black: 2.9%.

after the initial publication date. As
a result, it received 100 responses,
as opposed to the 137 responses
received by all other questions in the
survey.
This was the least divisive of all
questions featured in the survey. The
response was a resounding ‘No’,
with 91% of participants responding
that racism would not be classed as

a “major issue” in UCC. A minority had been subjected to racist abuse in/
9% of participants felt that racism is around campus.
in fact a “major issue” on campus.
One student, identifying as Chinese,
It is clear from this result that on- revealed that she had been the
campus racism isn’t seen to be a victim of “Lads yelling rude and
pressing concern by the majority of
inappropriate comments based on
UCC students, and that there is a
general sense of cultural integration [her] skin colour”. She was told to
and cohesiveness on campus. “Go back home”. There were several
However, it’s important to note that similar accounts from students who
this is not a perfect result. For 9 had experienced racial slurs being
people out of a small sample size of shouted at them on campus. Another
100 to think that racism is a prevalent female student, who identified as
and serious issue in our college is Asian, shared that “As [she] is the
quite worrying to say the least.
only International and Muslim
student in the department, [she] faces
discrimination in treatment from
some (not all) students and from
[her] supervisor”. A black female
Yes
student revealed that she had been
No
“taken for a cleaning lady, suggested
to go back home, taken for a thief”
and referred to as “mulatto”.

Q4

While it may be easy to look at
Question 4: Have you ever the statistics as a whole and be
it’s not the right thing
personally
experienced complacent,
to do. It’s not the correct attitude to
racism in/around UCC?
take. 10 different students who have
This question received perhaps the been personally subjected to racist
most eye-opening response of all abuse is 10 students too many. For
questions asked in the survey. A total some students, these are more than
of 11.8% of all students surveyed just statistics. They are traumatic,
responded that they had personally degrading experiences; and they
been the victims of racism during can’t just be swept under the rug.
their time at UCC – that’s 16 people
out of the 137 respondents, or 1 in 9.

Q5

What is more worrying, perhaps, is
that of the 25 survey participants who
Yes
identified with a non-white ethnicity,
No
10 students revealed that they had
personally been the victims of racist
abuse in/around UCC campus. That’s
40% - almost half – of all non-white
Question 5: Have you
students surveyed. As an extension of
this question, students were given the ever witnessed racism in/
opportunity to write a short account around UCC?
of what they had experienced. 14
different students gave personal The deeply unsettling statistics and
accounts of instances where they stories collected thus far were only
worsened by the fact that 21.3%

Features

Issue Four | Tuesday 30h October 2018 | University Express

9

Q7

of students revealed that they had Question 6: On a scale of
personally witnessed acts of racism
1 to 10, how severe of a
in UCC. As was the case for Question
4, students were once again asked problem is racism in UCC,
to give a short account of what they in your opinion?
had experienced. 22 students offered
personal accounts of what they had Similar to the results collected from
Question 3, this question revealed
witnessed.
a general attitude among students
One student disclosed that she had that racism in UCC is not deemed
witnessed a Class Rep “complaining to be a serious problem. For this
about international students being in question, students were given the
competition with Irish students for option of submitting a number from
internships”. The Class Rep reportedly 1-10, depending on how grave of a
further stated that “this wasn’t fair problem they felt racism in UCC
Unsure/
No
Yes
Other
because they should be “interning in to be. ‘1’ being “not a problem at
all” and ‘10’ being “a very serious
their own country””. Another student
problem”.
revealed that they had witnessed
Question 7: Do you think
Of the 137 surveyed, 66.2% of
“vulgar comments aimed at Asian
people and mockery of foreign staff, students felt that the severity of racism is being discussed
such as crude stereotypes of their racism in UCC was a ‘3’ or lower on enough on campus?
the scale. 19.8% of students felt that
country of origin, mocking their
the severity of on-campus racism A telling statistic, only 31 students
accent and their style of teaching”.
would be classed between ‘4’ and out of 137 (23%) felt that racism
Many of the participants gave similar ‘6’ on the scale. 11% responded with is being given sufficient grounds
accounts of witnessing “racist slurs” ‘7’ and 2.9% responded with ‘8’. for discussion in UCC. 89 students
and “jokes” being made towards No students felt that the severity of (65.9%) answered explicitly ‘No’,
ethnic minorities in UCC. These racism deemed being classified as a that racism is not an adequately
responses showed a general trend of ‘9’ or a ‘10’.
prominent topic of discussion on
racism directed towards Asian people, While the general consensus among campus. The remaining 11.1%
with reports of participants witnessing respondents was that racism is a of responses featured individual
racist comments being made such as problem of low significance in UCC, feedback from undecided students,
“they all look the same”. One report the sizeable portion of students who such as “it depends on the course”,
described an inebriated man shouting felt otherwise cannot be ignored. and that racism is not discussed “in
“Jackie Chan” at an Asian female Almost 22% of students (30 an effective manner”.
individuals) classed the severity of
student. Further witness reports
racism in UCC as ‘5’ or higher on
included “someone yell[ing] racist the scale. It is interesting to note that, For only 23% of students to
slurs at an Indian student doing SCS of the 30 students who felt that the categorically state that racism
during Freshers week”, as well as “two severity of racism in UCC was a ‘5’ is being given enough room for
Muslim girls being spat on shortly or higher, 17 (56.6%) were students discussion is a definite indicator
after the Manchester bombing”.
who did not identify their ethnicity that changes need to be made. These
figures represent a clear and definite
It’s evident, sadly, that there is a culture as being Caucasian. The 17 students
who selected ‘5’ or higher contained a consensus among the student body
of casual racism and use of racial
majority of non-white students, with
slurs on campus; as well as individual ethnicities such as “Asian”; “black”; that the issue of racism needs to be
instances of direct harassment and “Chinese”; “Muslim” and “mixed” given more attention on campus.
even spitting.
featuring prominently on the list.

Q6
3 or less
4 to 6
7 or more

Q8

Yes

No

Unsure

Question 8: Do you feel
that UCC’s governing
bodies are doing enough to
combat the issue of racism
in/around UCC?
The responses to this question were
among the most equally split in the
entire survey. 47% of those surveyed
responded ‘Yes’ – that UCC’s
governing bodies are doing sufficient
work to fight racism on campus.
While this was the largest proportion
of responses, it technically isn’t a
majority. 41% of students responded
‘No’, that the governing bodies of
UCC are not currently doing enough
work in the area of anti-racism,
with the remaining 12% of students
responding with neither a ‘Yes’ nor
‘No’, giving personal ambiguous
answers. 5 students gave the
response of “not sure”. One student
stated “I’m not sure, but being white
means that I can sometimes be blind
to issues of race”.

Following the survey, The University Express reached out to Dr. Karl
Kitching, head of the EDI (Equality, Diversity & Inclusion) Unit in UCC,
to learn more about the issue of racism on campus. When asked if he had
seen instances of racism in his capacity as head of the EDI unit and as a
UCC staff member, Dr. Kitching responded: “Absolutely. I’ve seen it’s
more casual than anything to do with an attack. UCC is not separate from
Irish society, it’s part of Irish society therefore racism absolutely does
happen”. Similarly, when posed the same question, Dave Carey, head of
the Peer Support programme in UCC, noted that “Peer Support Leaders
(PSLs) deal directly with the students in a confidential manner so with
all of that caveated, while rare in my experience, yes instances of racism
have been brought to my attention by Peer Support Leaders”.
Prior to the publication of this article, The University Express reached
out to the Equality Officer of the Students Union for comment about the
surveys findings. At the time of publication, 48 hours after the initial
contact, the Equality Officer had failed to comment. 
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Can I get the Check, Please!
Robin Daly, Features Writer

I

n the interest of not getting anything
twisted, I’d like to preface this
article by saying this: I know nothing
about comics or ice hockey. I'm a
pretty strictly defined bookworm,
and my knowledge of sports starts
and ends with a short-lived secondary
school hockey career.
Or at least, I knew nothing about
comics or ice hockey until a few
months ago, when, in typical midsummer fashion, a.k.a. while trawling
through the internet for some relief,
I stumbled upon a webcomic called
Check, Please!
Check, Please! is an American
webcomic started by Yale graduate
Ngozi Ukazu in 2013. It was
originally posted to her tumblr page
( o m g c h e c k p l e a s e . t u m b l r. c o m ) ,
before gathering a serious fanbase
and getting its own website in 2017. It
follows the story of amateur pâtissier
and former figure skating champion
Eric “Bitty” Bittle as he joins the
(fictional) men’s ice hockey team at
the (fictional) Samwell University,
and trust me when I tell you - it’s a
wild ride.
Check Please! is funny, charming
and heartwarming. It breaks from
the typical comic format in that
it’s told in episodes, not traditional
pages. Each ‘episode’, especially at
the beginning of the comic, are told
through a vlog, with Eric narrating
his experience with the hockey team
step-by-step. We watch as he has to
navigate interacting with the stench
and
liberal-hockey-slang-using
habits of “The Boys”, as well as a
new, violent and terrifying aspect of
hockey he’s never had to deal with

before - checking. The comic is
broken into years, which are in
turn divided into semesters, which
makes the storyline really easy
to follow. Starting from a simple
idea, Check Please!’s story and
characters grow like the roots of
a tree, twisting and winding and
getting lives of their own.
These characters, as I feel with any
story, no matter what the medium,
are what give real life and humour
to Check Please!. Eric, our narrator,
comes onto the page dripping
in Southern charm, his young
excitable self begging us to love
him. “The Boys”, as previously
mentioned, or members of Samwell
Men’s Hockey (SMH, for short), are
the kind of lovable jock guys that
for all the world remind me of that
one cousin who’s really into rugby,
but is pretty harmless and honestly,
pretty fun. Ukazu really captures
the essence of Straight Sports Guy
culture in giving Eric’s teammates
special hockey nicknames, like
Ransom, Holster and Chowder.
It’s the little details that bring this
comic to life.
Speaking of the little details, one
of my favourite highlights from
the comic is when two of the
aforementioned Boys™ breaks
down common hockey terms
for Gentiles (such as myself) in
random sections titled “Hockey
Sh*t”. Such phrases include flow (a
hairstyle), chirp (teasing) and celly
(celebration, if you can believe it).
Yet it is not just the humour that
draws fans to Check Please! like
college students to free food. The
comic is as full of uplifting, tearjerking moments as it is comedy

Artwork by Ngozi Ukazu, source:
omgcheckplease.tumblr.com

Artwork by Ngozi Ukazu, source: omgcheckplease.tumblr.com

gold. When Eric comes out as gay
to his teammates, who are for the
most part straight, we cheer for him
as he handles it with ease. Every
game they win, and every one they
lose, the readers feel as much for
the Wellies as they would for a real
team. Ukazu is a gifted artist and
writer who can communicate so
much with so little - a look here, a
hug there, and suddenly the whole
mood of a frame is changed.
As you may have gathered, Check
Please! was almost an instant
success, and when Ukazu organised
Kickstarter campaigns to get the
comic published physically, her first
goal was achieved nearly five times
over, and her second goal received
over ten times the amount of funding
it required. And the good times just
keep on coming! In June 2017, it was
revealed that First Second Books
would release two volumes (each
containing two ‘years’) of the comic.
The first volume of Check Please!
was recently published in physical
format to resounding success. The
comic has also been translated into
French, Spanish and German - all by
fans of the comic themselves!
Ukazu is an incredibly talented
artist - everything in Check
Please! is planned, scripted and

drawn only by her, which gives
it an authentic cohesion perhaps
lacking in other forms of comics,
but its genius doesn’t stop there. So
much of Check Please!’s success
can be accredited to its existence
online. While I have no doubt that
it would be just as successful if it
had started out as a printed comic,
comic’s presence online has helped
it immensely. Ukazu constantly
updates her blogs with extra snippets
from the world of the comic, with
mini strips of characters answering
questions from fans, even adding
extra notes on what the fans might
not have seen when reading a certain
episode. Ukazu also runs a twitter
account dedicated to the comic, @
omgcheckplease, which acts as an
account for Bitty, responding to the
events in the comic. There’s a lot
of media to consume there. Check
Please! is setting new boundaries
for comics as both an art form and
an entertainment medium, crossing
platforms and websites like a student
inter-railing for the summer. Ukazu
has said it herself - the times they
are a-changing, and with new comics
like Check Please! gaining this level
of popularity, we can already see the
crest of the new wave coming in. I,
personally, cannot wait. 
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into his shows at the Club (many
times prevailing as well), where he
played with his band. The husbands
vs. wives skits and family values of
those days were heart-warming and,
in some situations, relatable - even
today.
If this article of mine makes you at
least Google the show, I will see it as
a win. I believe that all ladies should
have a bit of Lucy in them, and all
lads should want one beside them,
to keep them on their toes and wide
awake at all times. Now, enjoy a few
quotes from my favourite episodes
of the show:
‘Ricky Ricardo: Now look, Lucy,
we're not going to go over all this
again. You cannot be in the show.
Lucy Ricardo: Give me one good
reason.

Lucille Ball and Vivian Vance in I Love Lucy, © 1953 CBS Photo Archive - Image courtesy gettyimages.com

Yours truly, Lucy

Karolina Kudyte, Features Writer

H

er name was Lucille Ball. An
actress that was like a meteor
shower in Hollywood, making
everyone sit down in the evening
and talk about nothing else, but the
greatest comedy of all time - I Love
Lucy. Every week, as soon as the
new episode came out, people would
whisper and discuss how brilliantly
she and Desi Arnaz (at the time her
husband and co-star) had acted.
None of them would say the name of
the show, it was simply THE show.
The first time I saw her on TV, I was
only 5 years old. Even though black
and white movies weren’t exactly a
‘thing’ anymore, Lucille’s charm,
laugh and down to Earth personality
glued my nose to the screen and to
this day will not let go. I re-watch her
show every time I’m down or just
need that dose of vitamin C to jumpstart a day. Not only my somewhat
personal hero but also an amazing
icon for the rest of the world, she
was recognised as the first woman
comedian of such kind and later as
the first woman to own a production
company. The company was called
Desilu and was created by herself
and her husband Desi Arnaz. Also,
a woman of her beauty, that makes
fun faces and walks in to walls just
to make someone laugh - in those
days? Preposterous!
From the very beginning of when

the idea of ‘I Love Lucy’ came to
be, to the last episode that aired
in 1957, the show revolutionised
the Entertainment world and
changed the concepts of comedy.
To understand better of why even
the birth of this masterpiece was
so special, I will have to outline a
few facts for you. In the Early 50’s
there was a radio show called “My
Favourite Husband” which starred
none other than Lucille Ball, who at
the time was married to her Cuban
(band leader) husband, Arnaz.
Their marriage had already lasted
for around 10 years, but their busy
schedules kept them apart. So, when
CBS suggested making a TV show
out of the radio program, Lucy and
Desi didn’t sit around. They brought
their A-game, trying to convince
CBS to give the main role to Desi.
Unfortunately, in those times, being
Cuban meant you did not belong.
Racist? I’d say so; but a simple ‘no’
did not stop our soon-to-be most
beloved couple on air. Desi and Lucy
brought to life 5 or 6 live shows and
presented them in different cities,
letting the audience decide whether
they should have a go or not, instead
of the handful of people at CBS who
thought that this would never work.
Surprise, surprise - people loved
them together; and soon enough, it
was all about Lucy.
The script and scenes for ‘I Love
Lucy’ were genius. Every single
episode had Lucille’s and Desi’s
touch, as she would sit down with

the writers, making up skits; and
Desi would be the brains behind
the camera-work and directing.
Their co-stars - Vivian Vance (as
Ethel) and William Frawley (as her
husband Fred) - filled each episode
with hilarious scenes. As one
would say in this day and age, their
relationship in the show and behind
the scenes was #FriendshipGoals. ‘I
Love Lucy’ depicted the everyday
life of a married couple, and their
best friends and landlords: Ethel and
Fred. It did so, though, in the most
real and hilarious way possible.
Lucy constantly revolting against
Ricky (Desi) because of the fact
that he did not want her to be in
the Entertainment business. Ricky
always dealing with his wife’s
mischievous plans on how to get

Ricky Ricardo: You have no talent.
Lucy Ricardo: Give me another
good reason.’
‘Arthur: But... You're a woman.
Lucy Ricardo: Yes, my husband
likes me that way.’
‘Ricky Ricardo: Say, what do you
know about rice?
Fred Mertz: Well, I had it thrown at
me on one of the darkest days of my
life.’
‘Fred Mertz: She said my mother
looks like a weasel.
Lucy Ricardo: Ethel, apologize.
Ethel Mertz: I'm sorry your mother
looks like a weasel.’ 

Desi Arnaz in I Love Lucy, © 1953 CBS Photo Archive - Image courtesy gettyimages.com
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English immigrants are ruining this country
Samantha Calthrop, Opinions Editor

V

ery few people are out
canvassing for less British
people to be allowed into the
country, pointing to the Brits for
stealing our jobs and marrying our
women, or arguing that the Brits are
coming over here for the express
purpose to go on the dole. These
people, of course, are wrong. The
British are a considerable drain
on the Irish population. There are
100,000 UK citizens in Ireland. In
fact, of all Irish immigrants, UK
citizens make up about 20%. 3.2%
of our social welfare spending goes
to UK citizens. About 8000 UK
citizens are on Jobseeker’s benefit.
Who knows what Brexit will bring?
Probably more Brits, grubbing
for our tax money. Next they’ll be
teaching our children God Save The
Queen and selling coffee bags in Lidl.
These people feel so entitled to Irish
resources they’ll bring their families
here and consider themselves worthy
of state assistance, despite never
integrating properly, instead continuing
watch British sports and congregating
together. These people have the gall to
declare themselves Irish.
My father is fond of telling people
that we’re economic migrants. He’s
right, of course. He emigrated here
from Yorkshire when I was four,
working in IT, and has worked here
ever since. We came here in search
of a better life. The ‘economic
migrant’ line makes people laugh,
though because, let’s all honest with
each other, nobody thinks of a white
english-speaker as an economic
migrant. But, as my father would
point out, it’s true. That’s what we
are. Oddly enough, though, he’s
not the target of much racism or
anti-immigrant sentiment. Most of
it directed at Eastern-Europeans or
Africans. My mother is from the
Philippines; people would not laugh
if she said the same thing.
Because, many will argue, the
Eastern Europeans and Africans
are attracted here by benefits, less
likely to contribute. Well, here are
some numbers I’ve trawled from the
CSO and welfare.ie, to save you the

bother. About 12% of the population
is non-Irish nationals. 2.57% of the
overall population are Polish, 1.1%
are Muslim, 1.06% are Black. In
December 2017, 87% of recipients of
social welfare were Irish nationals,
leaving a whopping 1% discrepancy
between immigrant population
and social welfare spending on
immigrants. If you care to do the
division (which is, really, not a
great way to spend your afternoon
off, let me tell you), you’ll that the
amount of non-Irish in the welfare
system appear in proportional to
their numbers in the population.
The amount of homeless people in
Ireland present in a similar way.
This all, of course, makes the Brits
one of the largest draws on social
welfare spending. Yet, strangely, it’s
not the Brits that get any of the flak
for being a drain on the system. On
what basis?
I’ve been here since the beginning of
primary school, got a B2 in Irish and
worked several jobs. I speak with an
Irish accent, and my ethnicity isn’t
easy for anyone to guess; I just about
scrape the requirements for full,
unquestioned acceptance in Irish
society. I’m acutely aware that if I
spoke with a slightly different accent,
or looked a little more distinctive,
things would be very different
for me. As it is, I don’t seem to fit
anyone’s image of an ‘immigrant’.
People will look me in the face and
tell me in a low voice that they’re
not racist but they just think our
country shouldn’t be so codling to
foreigners when we can’t even look
after our own. It won’t even occur to
them that they’re talking about me
and my family.
That’s the paradox, though. When
people are talking about “foreigners”,
they are not talking about people
like my father. Even if they were,
they wouldn’t be talking about
any significant drain on resources.
Very, very few people would have
a problem with me going on the
dole or being admitted into hospital
on account of my nationality. Antiimmigrant sentiment in Ireland is
not based in nationality alone. It’s

about thinking brown people or
people with weird accents do not,
and cannot, belong here. It is the
idea that those people are lesser than
white or “normal sounding” people,
and must be held to high standards
to prove themselves acceptable and
palatable. They come from lesser
societies, and must be shown to have
abandoned their harmful foreign
ways before they are considered to
be deserving of the privilege of being
Irish. Of course, people like me, who
have proven ourselves to have a bit
of good breeding, are off the hook.
Are people (or, at least, the Irish
people) inherently racist? I’d like
to think not. In fact, as someone
who looks and sounds a little
funky, people have never expressed
anything but curiosity about me.
People are not programmed to be
suspicious of the idea of anyone
foreign. Is it based on experience?
Very likely not. The amounts of
non-Irish nationals here are low, and
relatively scattered. The majority of
vocal naysayers have likely met very
few actual immigrants in their life, or
at the very least, know less than ten.
Yet, as any browse through the
comments of any newspaper article
will tell you, people are suspicious
of certain non-nationals here. At the
moment, a 9-year-old boy born in
Ireland, Eric Zhi Ying Xue, is facing
deportation to a country to which he
is not a citizen. 14-year-old Nonso
Muojeke was granted leave to remain
after 12 years of living here (after
having his deportation order become
the centre of a controversy). These
issues are seen as ambiguous; they
are being debated right now. Fewer
would see any ambiguity in my
application for citizenship, thanks to
a white, English-speaking heritage.
Fewer still for my friends and peers
with two white parents; nobody can
tell at first glance whether or not
they’re Irish, so it would obviously
be considered wrong to deny them
their nationality. There is little
difference between all of us. I might
even go far as to say there is little
difference between me and another
Irish person, too. Almost as though

we were all people, deserving of equal
treatment and dignity in the eyes of
the state. Imagine that. But in the eyes
of many of the Irish people, our races
set us apart from each other without
room for overlap or ambiguity.
Irish people believe in a “greedy
immigrant” that doesn’t exist. There
are not many of us and we cost no
more than anybody else. There’s
a strong and colourful image of
an Ireland being invaded by all
manner of reprobates and criminals,
all of them with the intent of overpowering and over-exploiting the
country. Interestingly, in this image,
none of them are white Englishspeakers. Why is it that? Perhaps the
pervasive influences of American
and British media, where concerns
about diversity, invasion, and
“mixing pot” culture leak into the
Irish mind without basis. Perhaps
the many xenophobic fears that
drove Brexit have penetrated their
way over to Ireland. Now that’s
something the Brits shouldn’t be
bringing here.
Hate movements have always had
difficulty gaining traction in Ireland,
where people are as adverse to
change and extremism as they are
to explicit rudeness. Much of our
racism comes in the form of what
I’d like to call “Irish Nana Racism”,
where all Asians are suspicious until
your local shop employs a very
lovely girl from South Asia who
helped you with your bags, God bless
her. I’m not saying those attitudes
aren’t harmful; trust me, even
half-baked, ingenuine racism has
terrible consequences on the lives on
those it affects, but I would like to
optimistically believe in an Ireland
that is inclined to be accepting, to
be curious but not judgemental of
what it doesn’t recognise, and to be
open to broad definitions of who is
Irish. I’d like to hope that if Ireland’s
stereotypes and poor representation
and trashy newspapers laid off, many
more Irish people would have the
privilege of being considered Irish
without question. After all, I have
no choice but to hope for it. It could
easily be my neck on the line. 

Opinion
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The Irish Border: A Northern Perspective
Charles Power, Opinion Writer

G

rowing up in Northern Ireland
in the constituency of South
Down, I have always been frustrated
by the way politics has been
conducted. But I was disgusted to
see Arlene Foster open the door to
the Good Friday Agreement being
sacrificed for Brexit, saying that it
was not “sacrosanct”. Over 3,600
people died in the North of Ireland
over the course of 30 years in a
period known as The Troubles. But
in 1998, the SDLP/UUP top brass
finally decided to come together,
along with Tony Blair, Mo Mowlam,
Bill Clinton and many others to start
the painstaking process of bringing
about peace in Northern Ireland.
These negotiations were far more
complex than Brexit ever will be,
and we managed to get there. They
ensured that my generation and the
generations that follow will never
experience what our parents did.
I want to try and illustrate the
dangers that now face the North.
Our First Minister appears to be
willing to run the risk of violence
starting again just to be closer to

the Union. Instead of insisting there
can’t be a hard border in Ireland,
she is insisting there can’t be a
border in the Irish Sea, despite the
border that means gay people can’t
get married and women can’t get
abortions. Meanwhile, the inept Tory
government still can’t seem to get a
handle on the situation in NI. This all
makes for frightening times ahead
and is cause for great concern.

I watched the Channel 4 news
when Stanley Johnson claimed,
“There’s never been a hard border in
Ireland” and that “There are plenty
of countries in the EU where one
country is in the EU and another
country is not in the EU, and they
don’t shoot each other. So why we
can think that Ireland’s going to
be such a disaster, I don’t know”.
I was disappointed to see this, but
not at all surprised. Within the Tory
party there is a monumental lack of
understanding towards the Northern
Irish issue. Karen Bradley, the
Secretary of State for NI, admitted
she was profoundly ignorant towards
the politics of the North, and that she
was “slightly scared of the place”
before taking office. This begs the

question, why was she appointed to
that ministerial post in the first place
and perhaps more importantly, how
can we trust this self-proclaimed
ignorant MP to deliver a Brexit that
is in the best interests of Northern
Irish citizens?

The answer is that we can’t. And we
need to prepare for a hard border once
again. The Good Friday Agreement
would be finished and that is
terrifying. If a Johnsonian Brexit
was implemented, it would mean
Northern Ireland would become
more divided as economic border
checks would become part of their
daily lives. What Rees-Mogg would
like is to have people checked at the
Irish border, carrying out inspections
“just like during the troubles”. What
these senior Tories fail to grasp is
that people who consider themselves
Irish in the North don’t like having
bags or cases rummaged through
in order to pass into what they
consider the same country. There
can be no doubt, that if this hard
border is implemented, the Dissident
Republicans that were banished with
the GFA will emerge from the gutter
once again, polarising a nation that

has come so far.

The economic effects it will have
will also be disastrous. It was no
secret that NI’s economy was going
to take a huge hit post-Brexit,
something Teresa Villiers failed to
recognise when she was banging
the Brexiteer drum, but the impacts
a hard border will have on business
owners will be devastating. The
Agri-Food sector, which is the
most integrated industry on the isle
of Ireland, will be damaged due
to a common external tariff. The
economy is heavily integrated with
Ireland’s, the EU’s and the UK too.
A hard border will only harm it.
It will also give way to an eventual
Border Poll. When that day comes,
moderate Nationalists who were
once perfectly happy accepting
that they were in the UK whilst
maintaining their own Irish identity
will choose to be part of the EU, not
the UK. Moderate Unionists will
begin to waver on their loyalties
to the Union and could vote
accordingly. In any case, the vote
will be close and could easily result
in the breaking up of the UK.
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BYLINE

Editorial

Ciara Dinneen
Byline Editor

I write this at noon on a Friday, just
after an exam which will be my last
of this semester; all I have left to
face is approximately 20,000 words
worth of assignments and an in-class
presentation – breezy (I’m kidding,
of course, but I dislike exams more
than I do assignments because of
my inability to perform well under
time-pressure, so I must admit I am
relieved). I’ll enjoy the relief for the
weekend; it being Jazz Weekend,
I intent to make the very best of it.
As a passionate lover of music, I’m
very excited about finally, for the
first time, getting to experience Jazz
Weekend in Cork. You’ll be reading
this after the fact, I realise, so I’ll
hold back my Jazz discussion for the
next issue. (Spoiler).
Over the past few weeks, University
Express has been carrying out some
very important research, which we
reveal the results of in this issue.
The aim of the research was to find
out to what extent racism is an issue
on campus; if people of various
ethnicities experience racism firsthand or are witness to it, and also
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if students of UCC feel that racial
issues, when they do arise, are well
dealt with by the college. Ciaran
Dineen, News Editor, reveals the
findings of the Racism Survey, while
Fergal Smiddy, Features Editor,
delves into a deeper discussion on
what the findings mean and tell us
about racism, how prevalent it is and
our approach to it, in UCC.
Although the response was relatively
low (137 of 20,000 students),
we believe that the research was
successful in highlighting some of
the issues that do arise in UCC, as
well as opening up a discussion on
racism. This discussion is important
because racism still exists. Seems
like an obvious statement, but we
don’t talk about it as much as we do
other social issues, which isn’t good
enough.

cool, or rather like you’re trying
(and failing) to be cool, when you
go out in normal going-out clothes
on Halloween night. Every year I am
impressed by the cleverness of some
students, and the clear effort they
put into their costumes. Because of a
lack of organisation or want to put in
the effort (I confess my motivation
for dressing up when going out on
a normal night is low, not to mind
on Halloween night), I always take
the lazy route. One year I attempted
Mia Wallace (Uma Thurman in Pulp
Fiction) and ended up looking like
a drunken secretary who had come
straight from work and had left her
suit jacket in the pub she was in
before the club. And that was the
year I made an effort. I’ve promised
myself I’m going to try this year. I
will let you all know how it goes.

In other news, tomorrow is
Halloween. I was always fascinated
by the way dressing up for
Halloween, although becoming
incredibly un-cool between the
ages of about 10 and 18, spikes in
popularity in college. You feel un-

Until next time.

for you tomorrow morning.’

‘Oh!’ he said, reaching for a stack
of papers in front of him. ‘I’ve done
some research into where you should
do your internship’. He pushed the
stack towards me. ‘Now, what did
you want to talk about?’

Yours,

Ciara D.
byline@uccexpress.ie

Fiction
Anonymous

‘Hi Dad. I’m sorry I’m late.’
‘You were supposed to be here half
an hour ago. Have you heard back
from Johns Hopkins?’
‘Um, no. Not yet. Dad, I need to tell
you something-’
‘Marcus Wilkins received his
acceptance letter two days ago.
Marcus was never as strong a student
as you and your references were far
superior.’
‘Dad-’

‘What is it?’ he sighed.
‘I-I haven’t been feeling well for a
while-’
‘Kids pick up all sorts of viruses.’
‘Dad, this is. . . a little bit bigger than
a virus’ I said, fidgeting with my
hands in my lap.
‘Has there been any fever, nausea or
vomiting?’
I felt the blood drain from my face
and a knot of fear twisting in my
stomach. ‘Just . . . in the mornings.’

‘I’m not sure-’

‘Take some painkillers and keep
a light diet for the next few days.
You should be fine in time for your
interview on Friday.’

‘Find out’ he insisted, turning back
to the stack of college prospectuses
in front of him.

‘Dad, I think this problem is going
to take a bit longer to go away.
Probably a few months longer.’

‘Dad’ I cried. ‘I really need your help.’

‘Then, I’ll book a doctor’s appointment

‘What was Marcus’ GPA? He surely
couldn’t have outranked you.’

Photo by Fabio Neo Amato on Unsplash

Family Way

Hearing the panic in my voice,
he slowly lifted his head from the
pages, his contempt for my personal
issues raging in his eyes.

‘Dad,’ I said, taking a deep breath.
‘Dad, I know what’s wrong with me.
I’ve known for a few weeks now and
I really, really need your help.’
‘I do not have all day, Elizabeth! Spit
it out!’
Beads of sweat were slowly all over
my skin and it took all my might to
keep the contents of my stomach in
place. ‘I-I’m-’

I forced myself to take a deep breath
and fought back the tears stinging
in my eyes. ‘Nothing’ I smiled, one
hand reaching for the information,
the other resting softly on my belly
and out of view. 

Travel
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A Weekend in Edinburgh

Meagan McGlynn, Travel Writer

As summer 2018 approached, with
my 21st birthday just over three
months away, a new focus point
for me now that my exams had
concluded was deciding what to
do for it. For most, someone’s 21st
was an opportunity for the parish’s
younger generation to get together in
the local and spend the night trying
to make sure you won’t remember it
in the morning.
Not being the type to want to
blackout on my birthday, I decided
that I wanted to approach celebrating
this milestone a little differently.
I worked over the summer, and
sometime around mid-late July
I decided that what most people
would spend hiring out a venue and
a DJ, I would put towards a trip to
somewhere I had never been before.
I chose Edinburgh, as I had heard
a lot about it in recent times, from
several friends I know going on trips
there themselves. It was also cheap
and easy to travel to!
Although my birthday was in
September, my boyfriend and I went
to Edinburgh from 12-14th October
as flights from Dublin Airport
were just €50 return with Ryanair.
We arrived in Edinburgh around
8am Friday morning after a mere
45-minute flight, spent around 25
minutes on the tram out to our hotel
in Haymarket (aptly named The
Haymarket Hotel) to drop off our
luggage before we began exploring.
Our hotel cost £186 for both of us
for the two nights, working out at
£93 each.
We spent most of Friday morning
scouting what Edinburgh had to
offer in terms of sights, food and
shopping. Edinburgh Castle served
as the perfect backdrop to the trip,
as it towered over the city and was
never out of sight as you walked
through the streets. We found the
statue of the famous Greyfriar’s
Bobby, Edinburgh’s favourite dog,
who remained by his owner John
Gray’s grave for fourteen years
(from 1858-1872) after Gray passed
away when Bobby was just two.
In terms of things to do in Edinburgh,
the first and possibly quirkiest thing
we did over the whole weekend was,
for £10, spend an hour in Edinburgh
Chihuahua Café, surrounded by

eight of the smallest, fluffiest little
dogs I’ve ever seen in my life.
Friday evening consisted of a visit
to Camera Obscura and World of
Illusions, a museum gallery full
of weird and wonderful optical
illusions. Thanks to a discount we
obtained with Booking.com for
booking our hotel with them, entry
was only £12.60, well worth it for the
hours of amazement and amusement
it brought.
Saturday brought the tour of
Edinburgh Castle, which needs little
to no introduction. Run by the tour
company Sandeman’s, at around £25
with the Booking.com discount, it’s
a steal when one could easily spend
a whole day strolling through the
three museums and countless other
buildings on the castle grounds. From
the oldest building in Edinburgh
to the Great Hall, where the Black
Dinner occurred (a banquet under
King James II of Scotland where half
the guests were murdered, serving as
inspiration to George R. R. Martin
for the Red Wedding), Edinburgh
Castle is brimming with stories of
monarchs, rebellions, sieges and
even hauntings.
Speaking of hauntings, we followed
our trip to Edinburgh Castle with The
Dark Side Walking Tour, also run
by Sandeman’s. For £10 per person
we were brought all over the city
of Edinburgh, from the Old Town,
into the New Town and all the way
up Carlton’s Hill, where we saw the
famous yet familiar view known as
the Edinburgh Postcard, for obvious
reasons. On this tour, we were told
stories of, well, the darker side of
Edinburgh. With stories of crime,
murder and mystery, this tour is
certainly for those who want to look
at Edinburgh through a completely
different, albeit much grimmer, lens.
When it comes to places to eat
and drink, we had Pizza Hut on
Friday and Frankie & Benny’s on
Saturday for dinner, revisiting the
latter Sunday morning for breakfast.
Both affordable places, obviously
most people use weekends away as
an opportunity to eat somewhere
new and Pizza Hut kind of defeats
that purpose, but my boyfriend had
never been, and who can say no to
unlimited pizza, salad and drink for
£7.95 at their buffet?
Frankie and Benny’s worked out
at around £40 each for a three

course meal Saturday evening, and
breakfast the following morning
for me (pancakes and toast with hot
chocolate) only came to about £5.
We finished our Saturday night with
a couple of drinks in a pub called The
Albanach, just across the road from
Frankie & Benny’s. It had a lovely
atmosphere with really friendly staff,
and also serves as a restaurant, so
was the perfect spot to chill out and
round off an exciting day.
Sunday was spent visiting and
shopping in spots we merely scouted
out on Friday afternoon, and so was
a pretty relaxed day. The highlight
of Sunday for me was a breathtaking and serene visit to St. Gile’s
Cathedral (admission free) in the
city, with its beautiful stained glass
windows, dead silence, and an
organ as tall as the ceiling. It was
the perfect place to take a seat and
have a peaceful, personal moment to
oneself.

There was much more highly
popular activities to do in Edinburgh
that we just did not get around to due
to weather or logistical reasons, such
as doing Arthur’s Seat or visiting
The Real Mary King’s Close or
Deep Sea World, Scotland’s national
aquarium. If you ever find yourself
in Edinburgh, the above are all
wonderful attractions I would highly
recommend; they’re definitely on
my to-do list for my next visit to
Edinburgh, as I can assure you, there
will be a next time. Apart from the
Dark Side Walking Tour, and the
Chihuahua Café (who don’t allow
entry to anyone under the age of 5),
everything we did over that weekend
suited all ages, so there’s something
for everyone there.
An affordable city that’s not too
spread out and easy to get around, a
city break in Edinburgh is something
that should be on everyone’s travel
bucket list.

Film & T.V.
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a baseball bat, but God Forbid there
be a bad word uttered or a nipple
exposed. No character has suffered
more because of this than Negan, the
big baddie from season 7 onwards.
In the comics he is a foul-mouthed,
swaggering and cocky psychopath.
In the show Jeffrey Dean Morgan
embodies the character brilliantly
but is constantly prevented from
fully embracing the role by AMC’s
hypocritical “morality”.

Character Problems:

The Downfall of
The Walking Dead

of problems with The Walking Dead
with which I could fill not only this
section, but the entire paper but
seeing as time and space is limited I’ll
address only the most glaring issues:

Monday morning viewing. I
remember staying up to watch the
season 7 premiere with almost the
same excitement that I feel for Game
of Thrones. Indeed, many ranked
The Walking Dead alongside its
competitor in terms of popularity,
scope and cinematic excellence.
While it never ranked that highly for
me, it was, for a while, one of my
favourite tv shows. Two years on
from that season 7 premiere which
had everybody on tenterhooks and
attracted one of the largest audiences
for a drama series in history and I,
along with many others I suspect,
didn’t even bother watching the
season 9 premiere, let alone stay
up all night for it. Indeed, I stopped
watching altogether somewhere
in the first half of season 8. There
once was a time when the news that
Andrew Lincoln, (who plays the star
of the series Rick Grimes, and is one
of the only survivors from season 1)
was leaving the show would have
left me inconsolable but no longer.
In fact, I sympathise with the man.

Outside of sitcoms, no show, in my
opinion, benefits from too many
episodes per season. Gotham was
ruined by overextending itself,
Daredevil, again in my opinion, was
another. The Walking Dead also
suffered horrifically in this regard.
Season 1 had six, short and sweet
episodes. After that each season
got progressively longer, which
wasn’t a problem when the show
had content to fill what eventually
stretched to sixteen, forty-minutelong episodes per season. But, once
the showrunners began to run out
of new ideas to fill the seasons,
instead of reducing the length down
again they filled the gaps with heaps
of nothingness, and a plethora of
unimportant secondary characters.
Not only did this betray the source
material, it also increased the
boredom factor. But hey, AMC are
still making money, which leads me
onto the next point…

Joe Cunningham, Film & T.V. Editor The Length of Seasons/All Filler,
Time was that AMC’s The Walking
Dead was essential Sunday night/ No Killer:

The Walking Dead always had the
potential to be a bit naff, season 2
dragged horribly at points in what
should’ve been a warning to the
showrunners, and the first half of
season 3 was a bit melodramatic.
But always, just as you feared for
the quality of the show, it would
drag itself out of the mire with an
astonishingly good run of episodes
or a new storyline (I’m thinking of
seasons 4 and 5 which were absolute
rip-roaring
tv).
Unfortunately,
somewhere along the way it
misplaced the ability to reinvent
itself and got lost in the wastelands
that it always threatened to wander
aimlessly into. There are a plethora

Straying Too Far from the Source
Material/AMC being AMC: The
Walking Dead is based off the
successful graphic novels of the same
name and the success and longevity
of the graphic novels, helped in no
end by their originality and concise
action, has been completely lost in
the meandering trudge that the later
seasons have become. For a long
time, the show has been afraid to take
risks when killing off big characters,
time and again the episodes would
build up to a character death, only
for the ultimate victim to be someone
you’d be forgiven for thinking died
two seasons ago. At the same time,
some of the grit of the comics is
lost because of AMC’s ridiculous
censorship laws, which permit a
man to have his head beaten in with

Negan is not the only character with
problems. The beauty of the earlier
seasons was that there was a limited
number of characters, each was well
developed, and when one died you
felt
empathy/sorrow/gratification
in the appropriate volume. From
season 6 onwards, however, the
sheer volume of vapid secondary
characters exploded, and it became
very hard to care about the death of
a character who is only given screentime/backstory during the episode
in which they die (a common trope
in TWD which makes it instantly
obvious who is going to bite the dust
in each episode).
Lazy and Clumsy Screenwriting/
Overused Plot Devices: One of the
most specifically irritating problems I
have with TWD is the sheer volume
of cringe-inducing and utterly
pointless monologues they embark on
at least once, if not twice an episode.
Why can’t they just speak like normal
people without each conversation
having to take of some great
philosophical meaning? To be fair, I
get the feeling that they are simply a
device the writers use to kill time and
meet AMC’s ridiculous expectations
but still, they are boring and utterly
kill any momentum the show starts to
build up. Similarly, I’ve lost count of
how many times the show has made
you think a character is dead, only
to bring them back. The first couple
of times it was impactful, if a little
cliché, the sixth and seventh times it
was just ridiculous.
What The Walking Dead eventually
boiled down to by the time it reached
season 8, was three of four watchable
episodes in a sixteen episode long
opera, the rest differed little from a
particularly philosophical episode of
Eastenders with a few zombies and
missing limbs tossed in for kicks. It
is no real surprise to me that Andrew
Lincoln saw the light and jumped
ship. By all accounts TWD’s spinoff
show Fear The Walking Dead has
similarly lost its way and all that’s
left to wonder really is when The
Walking Dead will stop walking, just
lie down, and die? 

Review: Halloween
Joe Cunningham, Film & T.V. Editor

Slasher movies exist in somewhat of
a niche, I feel. You either love them
or loathe them. You don’t casually go
to see a slasher cos it’s the best thing
that’s on in the cinema that week. Or
maybe you do, but personally I find
it a bit odd if your first port of call
when you fancy a film is to watch
people being brutalised. Don’t get me
wrong, I love a gory death as much
as the next movie-goer, but the whole
Slasher genre is never one that ever
particularly grasped my imagination.
With this in mind, it is hardly
surprising that although I settled
down to watch the latest Halloween
and the return of the legendary
Michael Myers with healthy curiosity,
it was tempered by a large portion of
biased scepticism.
Halloween is the latest instalment
in a franchise which has meandered
its way through several incarnations
since the 1978 original of the same
name. As a reviewer I must admit that
I haven’t seen any of the intervening
films between the first and latest
instalments but by all accounts,
that is no great loss and, seeing as
2018’s Halloween does away with
all the convoluted lore and attempted
franchise development of the sequels,
I’d be tempted to suggest that it
hardly matters in the grand scheme
of things. The original Halloween
is often credited as an inspiration
for the rise of the slasher genre and
its successor, both released and set
forty years later, seems painfully
aware of the legacy of the past. The
poor quality of the intervening films
ensures that Halloween gets away
with its frequent references to the
original by injecting just enough of
its own quirk to keep the audience
interested.
The opening scene, which features
a pair of investigative journalists
visiting Michael in a mental
institution, is undeniably unsettling
and gives great hope that something
more than run-of-the-mill murder and
mayhem may follow. Unfortunately,
it is immediately followed by nearly
half an hour (almost a third of the
movie) of flat nothingness which
attempts to establish a bond between
the audience and the characters of
Laurie Strode, the star of the original
(played by the returning Jamie Lee
Curtis), and her descendants. Laurie
is suffering from extreme paranoia
and depression due to the events of
her youth, as is not unreasonable

Editor: Joe Cunningham
you might think, but from the cold
way in which the daughter (played
with wide-eyed vapidity by Judy
Greer) treats her you think she was
obsessing about something much less
potentially life threatening than an
escaped serial killer with a penchant
for killing Strodes. Laurie enjoys
much more of a special bond with her
granddaughter Allyson, something
she demonstrates at one point by
giving the girl three grand to spend
“however she wants”, (trust me, if my
serial-killer-obsessed nana gave me
three thousand quid just like that, I’d
share a special bond with her too).
Laurie’s worries, naturally, are
realised when Michael’s bus crashes
(buses carrying dangerous criminal’s
always crash don’t they) and he
escapes to wreak havoc on his
favourite night of the year. What
follows is perhaps the movie’s
best, and most fun scenes in which
Michael wanders with restrained
menace through a gas station and
then a suburban neighbourhood,
killing indiscriminately (trust me,
you only realise what a large variety
of household items can be used to
murder someone when you watch
a movie like Halloween). The
highlight of a sequence strewn with
smashed heads, impaled torsos and
lacerated throats is undoubtedly
when Michael chooses to hide in
the bedroom of a young boy being
babysat by a typically attractive
teenage girl. The child in question
provides several moments of comedy
before calling his babysitter in to
investigate a suspicious noise with
inevitable results. The kid’s cry of
“Shit, I’m outta here” not only proved
he had more sense than a variety of
characters twice his size and age, but
was one of several moments in the
movie that elicited concerted laughter
from the audience.
One of my friends, who is a fan of

the franchise, suggested that there
was too much of a comedic element
to the film and that it detracted from
the tension and drama, but for me it
was one of the few features that kept
me somewhat invested in the plot.
Sure, the killings were as fun and
silly as could be expected but overall,
I felt that the movie was a vague
attempt to replicate the original,
which only partly succeeded in its
task. You hardly come to expect the
stars of horror movies to be bastions
of common-sense but some of the
decision-making in the movie was
downright idiotic (leaving doors
unlocked, approaching suspiciously
quiet rooms/cars, running into a dark
wood instead of along a brightly lit
road etc. etc.), all of which can be
passed off as homage to the style of
movie that Halloween is but which, in
reality, make it rather silly and hard to
watch. The climax of the movie is rife
with such idiocy and the final battle,
although well shot and suspenseful,
left me feeling utterly underwhelmed.
To conclude, it is perhaps not fair of
me to be so disparaging. Slashers are
not my genre, and I am perhaps being
over-critical considering the style and
aim of a movie like Halloween. If you
like varied and imaginative kills, a
well shot movie in an evocative style,
and a strong and gender-affirming
performance from Jamie Lee Curtis
(the men in this movie, except for
Myers, are utterly imbecilic) then
you’ll undoubtedly enjoy Halloween.
For me personally, it was a mildly
amusing distraction which relied
too heavily on its predecessor and
failed to really establish itself as
an independent movie. All I’m left
wondering after sitting through the
movie’s relatively short 104-minute
runtime, is after being shot, beaten,
set on fire, hit by a car and stabbed,
what does it take to kill Michael
Myers? I want some of whatever he
was eating in that prison.
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New in Cinema:

For the week that’s in it, the horror/comedy Slaughterhouse Rulez hits
cinemas this Halloween (Wednesday the 31st) and promises to be heaps
of silly English fun. If the draw of Simon Pegg and Nick Frost isn’t
enough, then you’ll also be able to enjoy Michael Sheen (at his unctuous
best), as well as child star Asa Butterfield (Hugo/The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas) and Peaky Blinder’s Finn Cole. Juliet, Naked also hits Irish
cinemas this week telling the story of a woman and her second chance at
love in the form of an aging rockstar. Starring Rose Byrne, Ethan Hawke
and Ireland’s own Chris O’Dowd it garnered higher than average reviews
for a romcom on its release across the pond last August.

New on Netflix:

There is somewhat of a dearth of new series on Netflix this week after
the frantic activity of the last few months but if you want a shot of
nostalgia and idiotic good fun then Seth Rogen’s Superbad is back on
the streaming service. If you’ve never seen it, shame on you. If you
have, go watch it again. You’ll be rewarded with knowledge of the
numerous pop-culture references the film spawned.

New Announcements:

Last week saw the announcement that former cricketer Freddy Flintoff
and Take Me Out host Paddy McGuinness will be the new faces of
BBC’s Top Gear. The show just hasn’t been the same since Jezza and
the gang left and signing two second-rate, afternoon telly stars who
have no particular experience with cars (other than that they’ve both
been done for drink driving in the past) seems desperate to say the least.
More interesting is the news that Stephen Moffat and Mark Gatiss (the
minds behind Sherlock and Doctor Who) are developing a series based
on Dracula which should be out sometime late next year.

Editor’s Recommendation:

Indie sci-fi movies rarely get the look in they deserve, usually because
they’re awful, but one absolute masterpiece that flew under the radar
is Attack the Block. A quirky take on alien invasion set in a London
council estate, it is a smart, tight and surprisingly suspenseful sci-fi/
thriller starring a pre-fame John Boyega (Star Wars) and a cameo from
Nick Frost as a weed dealer with the immortal line “smells like a shit
did a shit”.

Music
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The Best Elfman Soundtracks For Halloween!
Callum Connolly, Music Writer

It was 1985 and Tim Burton was
about to embark on his directorial
debut in Pee-wee’s Big Adventure.
Taking on the project was of
immense importance to Burton as it
gave him the opportunity to create
a piece of art that captured his
imagination and launch his unique
style into the cinematic stratosphere.
Every decision he made in relation
to the film was done so carefully and
not without deliberation, bar one.
Finding someone to craft the score
could not have been easier.
Burton was a fanatic of the
American new-wave band Oingo
Boingo, whose lead singer was a
certain Danny Elfman. He adored
everything about them - their

eccentric qualities mirrored Burton’s
own. Burton called Elfman and set
up a meeting, and while Elfman
couldn’t understand why Burton
wanted him on the project, he
eventually relented. Since then,
Burton’s idiosyncratic style has
not been curated by the legendary
composer on just three occasions.

Nowadays, you do not speak about
one without mentioning the other.
They have worked together on
some of the most iconic films in the
history of cinema, moulding their
masterpieces through the director’s
unrivalled approach. Burton’s dark,
gothic and outlandish works mean
that they are perfect for Halloween
and these are the soundtracks of the
various Burton-Elfman collaborations
to keep the ghouls at bay...

The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993)
If for some horrific reason you haven’t seen this masterpiece, it’s set in
Halloweentown, hence why it makes this list. In my eyes, this is Burton’s
best work and the music Elfman incorporates into it while playing the lead
role of Jack is sublime. Featuring some of the most famous songs in Disney’s
history such as “This is Halloween” and “What’s This?” the Golden Globenominated soundtrack recently celebrated its 25th anniversary. You really get
to see Elfman shine here both through his impressive vocal range and vibrant
yet intimidating score.

Beetlejuice (1988)

Oh, this film captures the weird and uncanny of Elfman’s compositional style
in such a clever way. Beetlejuice really showcases just how well Burton and
Elfman work together - the director’s narrative is accompanied perfectly with
the tense and anxiety-inducing combination of organs, strings and pianos
along with other unsettling and mysterious tones. It is such a particular
soundtrack and made wonderful by the bizarreness of its world.

Corpse Bride (2005)

This film is based on a 19th-century Russian folklore and it’s no surprise
that Elfman’s soundtrack fits it so well, given that he draws influence from
Russian composers and Eastern European classical music. Corpse Bride gave
Burton further freedom to explore the macabre and Elfman the opportunity
to use the somber elements of the film to maximise the emotional effect.

Batman Returns (1992)

Edward Scissorhands (1990)

Scissorhands soon arrived after Beetlejuice and really showcased Burton
and Elfman’s versatility. It’s a soft and thought-provoking film and Edward’s
many complex moods and feelings are encompassed in the brilliant subtlety
of Elfman’s instrumentalisation. It’s a hauntingly beautiful soundtrack and
one of Elfman’s personal favourites. “Ice Dance” gives me chills.

While it’s not seen as your typical Halloween film, Bruce Wayne takes
inspiration from a creature of the night befitting the holiday, so who am I
to argue? Elfman really captures the eerie tone using an array of orchestral
vices, with the pipe organs, harp, and rousing choir giving the film a dark
and intimate feel. Each major character has their own theme surrounding
their movements, something that fits wonderfully with the pace of Burton’s
work. You can really see the influence of Bernard Herrmann’s music in
Psycho throughout Elfman’s composition here. Catwoman’s transformation
illustrates Elfman’s ability to make the viewer develop a creeping sense of
intrigue while making them intensely uncomfortable. It’s perfect for a chilling
Halloween watch! Disclaimer: I’m not responsible for any nightmares about
Danny DeVito’s Penguin.

Editor: Caoimhe Coleman
A Cloakroom Q You
Wouldn’t Mind Waiting In
JJ Lee, Music Editor Emeritus

Feminist Band HER Call It Quits After Member’s Death
Charline Fernandez, Music Writer

French band HER revealed last
month they will come to an end
after a farewell show in Paris next
February. The announcement comes
after member Simon Carpentier died
of cancer last year at 27, leaving band
mate Victor Wolf to finish their first
album and tour by himself. “I had
promised Simon that I would release
our album and finish the tour. After
that, I will be closing this chapter
of my life and start something new,
a solo project. It’s only a goodbye.”
said Wolf on social media.
Before HER, the artists were the
Popopopos, a new-wave band born
in their secondary school in Rennes.
The electro duo created a dreamy
atmosphere using synths. Their
distinct harmonies were already
noticeable on tracks such as “My
Mind Is Old.” Their 2013 album
Swell was refreshing for a French
audience while also sonically
reminiscent of British bands from
the 70s. HER was created two years
later, named after the feminist cause.
With just one album mixing soulpop and electro-rock, they succeeded
to create their own original musical
style, eclectic, yet consistent.
The music video of sensual track
Five Minutes starts as a black
and white close-up on female lips
saying: “The Woman doesn’t exist
but there are women. There isn’t
a woman who can represent The
Woman. To talk about one of them,
we would need all of them.” Most
of their songs are centered around
their love of women and defending
them. “Swim” featuring ZéFIRE and

a jazzy-blues saxophone, depicts
a Jeanne d’Arc in black and white
advancing through the storm. “Swim
against the tide / Walk against the
flow,” the chorus tells us. Less
famous but nonetheless precious
is song “Jeanie J”, present in their
second EP “HER Tape #2.” The
track sees the duo’s voices at their
most harmonized. Like a daydream,
it envelopes listeners, feeling as if
time is suspended. “Blossom Roses”
shows their croonier side with the
two clacking their fingers against a
slow melody lengthening electric
guitar notes.

HER’s
next
music
videos
unfortunately don’t star Carpentier
as he passed away in August 2017.
His absence is heavily felt in the
song “Choose” where Wolf sings:
“Our wings are broken / But we’ll
keep on gliding.” The slow tracking
of the camera reinforces the void
left by his soulmate’s disappearance.
“On and On”, another recent hit of
HER, showed how diverse the band
could be, featuring famous French
rapper Romeo Elvis and the German
pop-rock band AnnenMayKantereit.
Here the theme is the impact of
social media in our daily life.
Their last song “Icarus” starts as an
acapella singing: “You’re still a part
of me / But I am on the other side.”
The woman from “Swim” reappears
while more worrying and dissonant
notes are played.
Though HER isn’t about to release
new songs, we have no worries that
the new solo career of Wolf will
keep exploring music genres with
modernism.

The North of Ireland has consistently
been a hot-bed for wonderful bands,
from the artistic nuances of Van
Morrison, the power-pop melodies
of Snow Patrol to the sheer, viscous
energy of Stiff Little Fingers, beyond
the (imaginary) border it feels like
musical ensembles always have
that bit of an added bite. Belfast
based Cloakroom Q embody this
sentiment, their psychedelic, altrock, acid trip of a debut EP Going
For a Walk and I’m Not Coming
Back is somewhat of an exploration
of the unknown.
Introductory track “South of Sane”
breathes life into the effort, it’s a
brooding acoustic effort that ebbs and
flows with the occasional jab in the
form of a head-turning lyric – “I’ve
planted a nail bomb on the doorstep,
just for you.” The song slogs and
trundles along, the almost eerie horn
that bellows throughout the tune
adds something, I’m not even sure
what, but it’s adequately unsettling.
Stand out effort is middle track
“People with Energy”, a powerful
dance-pop effort with a great, quippy
chorus. Imagine if Simon Neil from
Biffy Clyro formed a psychedelic
side project, the end result would be
something like Cloakroom Q. The
track slaps, the group vocals grab
your attention immediately and more
importantly, it fits snugly within the
EP whilst also making itself different
from the crowd.
I’ve never seen Cloakroom Q live,
but I need to. You just know that
these tracks are built for a live
performance, they’re loud, they’re
complex and beautifully busy.
“Feeding the Stranger” caused my
neck to involuntarily bop due to its
booming bass sounds before belting
into the sonic experience that is
“Unearth” – this song is a trip,
words don’t really do it justice, just
sit down in a dark room, lash on a
strobe light if you have it, and listen.
Stellar work.
You can listen to Cloakroom Q’s
debut EP, Going For A Walk And
I’m Not Coming Back, on Bandcamp
now.
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New Irish Releases
Caoimhe Coleman, Music Editor

Áine Cahill// Water Into Wine
Released: October 12, 2018.
For Fans Of: Saint Sister, Gabrielle

Aplin.
This is a lovely little song. I’m not
usually one for pop music but Cavannative Áine Cahill’s newest single
has wormed its way in to my current
playlist. It’s catchy, melodic and
empowering. If you’re into the likes
of Gabrielle Aplin, Saint Sister or
Wyvern Lingo, I think you’ll like Áine
Cahill’s music. I for one, am excited
to hear what else she has to offer.

Ghostking Is Dead // This Is Doubt
Released: October 17, 2018.
For Fans Of: Yenkee, Kojaque.
Highlights: Hollow, It’s Over.
This Is Doubt, the sophomore EP
from Cork-native Matt Corrigan
a.k.a Ghostking Is Dead is
ultimately a showcase of his growth
over the past nine months since
the release of his debut EP Sweet
Boy. It features single “Tokyo” –
remastered from an earlier version.
Another track, “Burn Out” features
fellow Hausu Records comrade
Automatic Blue. Overall? A wellrounded, if somewhat melancholic,
compilation.

Bitch Falcon // Prime Number
Released: October 19, 2018.
For Fans Of: Chelsea Wolfe,
Pillow Queens.
This latest release from Dublin
band Bitch Falcon is, from the very
first note of the song, the epitome
of their sound. Lizzie Fitzpatrick’s
chaotic and gritty vocals are
unmistakeable. “Prime Number”
comes as a follow up to their selftitled EP released earlier this year
which I’m hoping means there’s
an album on the way…or at least
another EP. The accompanying
music video is weird as heck. This
combined with their heavy sound
makes for the perfect October
release.

interview
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An interview with Wild Youth
I had the pleasure of speaking
with Conor O’Donohue and
David Whelan of Wild Youth the
day before they headed off on a
European tour, acting as support for
fellow Irishmen Kodaline. Clearly
excited about playing in many cities,
Conor explained how excited he
was for the bands gig in Paris, “My
brother got engaged in Paris and I’ve
never been. He always talks about
it, so I can’t wait to see Paris. I’ve
also heard that Lisbon is one of the
coolest places in the world”. Bands
on tour move around from place to
place fairly quickly, but the guys
were hopeful that they would get to

spend at least a few hours in some
of Europe’s biggest cities. “In some
cities you get maybe two or three
hours in the morning,” explains
Conor, “and then maybe two or three
hours after soundcheck to go out
and get coffees”. Conor and Dave
joked about going to the Eiffel tower
and then going to put a lock on the
bridge; “Conor and Dave [on a lock]
haha”.
Coming into the interview, I wanted
to know how Wild Youth had come
to be. Dave explains how himself
and Conor have been friends
since they were teenagers. “We’ve

always been in the same circle”, he
explained,”We always wrote music
and played music together”. Dave
and Conor were both in opposing
bands for a while, and it wasn’t until
both bands started to fall apart that
Conor and Dave, while on a night
out, decided to go back to what they
used to do together. “We would just
sit in the house and play music and
see what happens” explains Dave,
“Then we were approached during
our first ever gig together. We were
playing at a fundraiser in a school
in Dunleary that same week we
decided to play music together. One
of the speakers was a music manager

Ciara Dinneen, Byline Editor
and he approached us. He was like,
‘you guys are amazing, I’d love to
work with ye’”. Despite the interest,
the guys were quick to point out that
they were nothing more than friends
having fun playing music, and what
could have been the opportunity of a
lifetime was turned down.
Thankfully, at their second gig
together, the duo were approached
again, “Then we were like ‘fuck
maybe this is actually something’,
so we put our head down then and
started writing songs”. All of their
favourite artists were bands, “we
always wanted the electric guitar,
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drums, and everything”. Feeling the
need to gather a whole band, they
approached Callum McAdam; “Cal
came to rehearsals and he just fit in
perfectly,” explains Conor, “then
Ed [Ed Porter] came along and the
dream just clicked straight away.”
It was during a rehabilitation period
after a bad accident that Conor get
really into his music; “I played a bit
before; I played bass guitar and piano
before, but when I had my accident
I was housebound and couldn’t
leave for a couple of months, and it
was actually around that time Dave
used to just call up. We would watch
music documentaries, mess around
doing covers and try write songs on
piano. It was great for me because
it kept me occupied, kept my mind
off everything, and it got us so much
tighter and closer as musicians and
writers. It’s funny because back
then Dave was playing guitar and I
was playing piano, but now in the
band I’m playing piano and Dave is
playing the guitar!”
The origins of Wild Youth is
undoubtedly organic. Conor and
Dave explained that there was never
an intention on their part to make
a career from music. “There was
no big plan or intention to be a big
band – we were just doing it cause
we loved it, and it just mapped its
way from there”. They believe that
“forcing it” just doesn’t work, “we
never got into it because we wanted
to be famous. We just did it because
it was genuinely just our favourite
thing to do all day; to just go into my
front room where we had the piano
and play songs all day.” You can
certainly tell the difference between
a band that are doing it for the love
of it, and a band that are pushing
themselves for the sake of making it
big; “People can see through things
easily.”
I was curious to know what kind
of music, what artists and bands,
these guys were listening to and
covering back in the beginning.
“Kings of Leon, Arctic Monkeys,
Arcade Fire, The Script, and
some old school stuff like Prince,
Bowie, The Beach Boys… a bit of
everything, Mumford & Sons too,

a very eclectic, big giant pallet of
music. We don’t really have just one
particular genre that we love”. Dave
spoke about how they would have to
know a wide range of songs when
they used to busk; “When you’re
busking you do everything you can.
It’s great because, now, it gives us
so dynamic when it comes to writing
and being in studio, the fact that we
never stuck to one particular genre
when we were messing and writing.
We did so many different genres; we
incorporate Bee-Gee’s harmonies
with Prince guitar on top of a Script
piano melody, or whatever! It gives
us dynamic when it comes to writing,
that we’ve got a broad knowledge of
music and instrumentation”.
Conor and Dave revealed that Wild
Youth are currently working on an
album. Are there more singles to
come before the album’s release?
“We’re going to release a new single
in January, then we’re going to do an
EP at the end of January, and after
that EP maybe there’ll be an album
or another EP and then an album,
we don’t know, but we’re going to
go with the next single and the EP
anyway, and decide from there”.
There is no doubt that these guys
have lots of material up their sleeves
just waiting to be released – very
exciting news for all Wild Youth
fans. “Everything is in really good
shape. We’re so excited about how
our new stuff is sounding. We really
feel it showcases who we want to be,
and who we want to continue to be
as a band.”
I asked Conor and Dave to tell me
about their favourite gig, but I may
as well have asked them to pick a
favourite song; “We have honestly
the best time ever when we play on
stage so we look forward to every
single gig we do”. As they are from
Dublin and have fond memories of
going to see some of their favourite
acts in the likes of The Academy
and Workman’s, they admit that they
would probably pick a local venue.
They’ve played Cork many times
already, “We supported The Script
there”, and say that the crowds here
are always insane, “but we’ve never
played our own show there”. So

naturally, the guys are excited to be
headlining their own Irish Tour and
to be playing these places as the
main act for the first time.
Taking a different approach to this
question, I got the guys to describe
their dream gig: “Red Rocks, or
else the Hollywood Bowl in LA. Or
Croke Park of course, that’s always
been the dream since we started the
band”. When it came to deciding
who would support them, the lads
were hesitant and didn’t want to
seem egotistical, but I encouraged
them to pick anyone, dead or alive.
“Kings of Leon, Imagine Dragons...
can we have a few people play
with us? Make it like a Wild Youth
Festival? We’d have The Script,
we’d bring The Beach Boys back,
would definitely have Imagine
Dragons playing, Anderson .Paak,
King Princess, Maggie Rogers…
this would be an unreal festival!
Arctic Monkeys, Niall Horan, we’d
have them all”.
As our time together was coming
to an end, I asked Conor and Dave
where they would like to see the
band in 5 years’ time. “We’re super
ambitious, without being cocky. As
we said, we never got into this for
fame or anything like that, but we’re
super driven and we want to try play
the biggest music venues all around
the world. We love playing live, we
talk about how we map out the stage,
the lights for shows, and everything
we want to do and achieve will be
possible on the biggest stages so
that’s always been our goal and our
aim – to not ever take our foot off
the peddle, and to not stop writing
music, making music, to not stop
touring. We’re not the kind to take
a two-week break after a tour; as
soon as we finish a tour we are like
‘when’s the next one? When are we
back in studio?’. We just wanna keep
going all the time. We just hope that
in 5 years’ time we’re still as close
as we are now, playing the biggest
stages”.

Wild Youth will be playing in Cyprus
Avenue on Thursday 8th November.

Quick Questions:
Favourite current artist: We love
King Princess at the moment.
Hozier’s new single is absolutely
stompin’, like, all over that like.
The 1975’s new stuff is great. A
Star is Born soundtrack is sick,
phenomenal
Least favourite current artist: I
don’t know. I like what I like and
I don’t listen to what I don’t like.
I don’t linger on it too much;
music is a choice for everyone,
it’s not my place to say [what’s
good and what’s not]. One thing
that bugs me is current pop
songs; y’know the one’s that
start off as a nice song, and then
goes into like a dance song, this
clubby kind of house – it’s no one
in particular, it’s just a certain
style. Other than that we love all
genres, we really do.
Other hobbies, apart from music:
I love fashion and clothes.
We love movies, we’re movie
addicts; our favourite thing is to
go to the cinema. We love coffee.
I love computer games. (Conor
reveals that Dave is a computer
game addict.) I’m a nerd when it
comes to computer games. Right
now I’m obsessed with the new
COD. I don’t leave the house
unless I have to, for the band.
Favourite Netflix series: Making
a Murderer, Ozark, any kind of
crime-thriller. One with Jessica
Biel, can’t remember what it’s
called. 13 Reasons Why, as well,
very eye-opening. Makes you
think about the times you saw
stuff in school, you ask yourself
what if I had said something or
done something, asked them if
they were ok… There is stuff that
you see in it that you’ve seen in
real life in school before, people
acting a particular way – it does
go on.

Gaming
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anymore? Possibly the most obvious
reason would be that removing local
multiplayer means that they can sell
more copies of a game. If I want
to play with a group of three other
online, we would have to own one
console each as well as a copy of the
game. The simple fact that they can
make more money from not allowing
us to play this mode would seem
to be the most obvious reason. The
Halo series was built on split screen
co-op, founded by fun sessions
among friends, but with Halo 5,
one person plays and everyone else
watches. Racing games? Race your
friends! But nowadays, with many
titles, such as Forza Horizon 3,
there are no local split-screen races.
Even in modern day, AAA titles
such as Star Wars Battlefront can
be seen to be even more cynical,
including split-screen to force a few
more sales, while only providing
a watered-down excuse for offline
gameplay.

Couch Multiplayer
Cian McGrath, Gaming EditorI

think that this is where we all started.
A friend comes over, the second
remote comes out and you both start
to play. This is where gaming for our
generation started. Just this week
three of my housemates and myself
played Mario Kart and it was honestly
one of the most fun experiences I
have had in my entire life. I’d just
gotten home from work and they
had stayed up chatting. Someone
suggested a game of Mario Kart,
and we got playing. I felt like a child
again, something that online gaming
has never been able to make me feel.
Four people sitting down laughing,
shouting with our hearts pounding, so
that got me thinking…
With the rise of online gaming,
‘couch co-op’ seemed to be a thing
of the past. When the PS4 and Xbox
One were released there was a huge
emphasis on online multiplayer
games. Even games which still retain
offline multiplayer, such as FIFA
show so little respect for these modes
in favour of online modes, often it
appears to be because that is where

they can make more money through
in-game currencies or lootboxes.
I’m not entirely opposed to online
multiplayer, but there seems to be a
certain level of magic that has been
lost in it.

Certain developers are very keen to
promote couch co-op as an option;
for example, Overcooked is a game
almost-entirely founded on local
multiplayer. Phil Duncan, the cofounder of the studio who made
Overcooked was quoted saying,
“There’s certainly an element of
nostalgia there, and it’s something
I really enjoyed from my youth,
playing with my brothers,”, and I
think there are many of us who can
relate to that exact situation, whether
it was parents, siblings, cousins,
friends or uncles. While the modes
themselves seem to be disappearing,
there’s no doubt as to the fact that
there is still a huge passion for them.
Modern gamers are missing out on
the reasons that many of us started
playing. Online interaction is still
fantastic, but there is a different kind
of social interaction that came with

couch co-op.
As previously said, games like FIFA
and other sports titles still retain
local multiplayer as modes, despite
their limitation, while something
akin to Mario Kart or Super Smash
Bros., give us the most natural nod
to our nostalgia by refusing to bow
to the relentless onslaught of online
multiplayer. I think that many of us
have our memories of a game we
played. For me, Batman Rise of
Sin Tzu. Sitting down with my dad
when I was no more than 5 or 6 and
playing together. I sucked, and I’m
pretty sure I made the game about
20 times as hard, but that wasn’t the
point. It was the struggle together
and a feat we had worked together
to achieve. Many other games have
left us with lasting memories: Star
Wars Battlefront (2005), Left4Dead,
Gears of War… gaming has helped
me build and prolong lasting
relationships.
It’s because if this that I cannot
help but ponder; Why are certain
companies not producing games
with localized co-op or multiplayer

Nintendo have always held cooperative play to be a huge part of
their modern consoles. Nintendo
continue to promote couch co-op
with the release of the Switch a
console where you don’t even need
to buy a second controller to play
multiplayer and that is absolutely
fantastic. Soon, for the first time we
will see couch co-op in a Pokémon
game, and Nintendo continue to put
couch co-op at the forefront of both
Mario Kart and Super Smash Bros,
while also modernizing with online
multiplayer systems.
So, the four of us played Mario Kart,
for hours. It was fantastic. I really
truly felt like a kid again. We played
six races, where our hearts were
racing. In the final race, three of us
were in 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. In
the final lap we were all screaming,
shouting and coming into the final
straight we were all on our feet. An
incredible overtake knocked the
person in 1st all the way down to
11th and there was genuine anger
and joy as the race ended. It was
the two boys against the two girls in
a team race and as the final scores
came up there was genuine tension
in the air. The score read 380 v 380.
It ended as a draw, and I’ll be honest
it is a very good thing that it did, or
else we probably still wouldn’t be
speaking! Anyone up for a game of
Mario Kart?

Editor: Cian Mcgrath
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Best Local Multiplayer Games

for Your College House

Mario Kart: Wii, Wii U or Switch

Thinking of Building a PC?
Cian McGrath, Gaming Editor

I love video games, and had been
a console gamer since Day Dot,
but during my Leaving Cert I sold
my Xbox One. This resulted in a
period of about a year, where my
gaming consisted of mobile games
and Football Manager on my laptop.
This summer I worked as a Night
Porter/ Bar Man in a hotel, and in
one of my late-night shifts, tiredness
took control and I went onto
pcpartpicker.com, and selected a part
list for myself online. Building a PC
can seem very intimidating, and I’ll
admit that I was intimidated. So…
here’s my advice on what to do.
The single most basic thing that you
have to do is look at exactly what
you want to spend. For me, and many
others, budgets change. I started with
a soft upper limit of €700 for parts.
In terms of parts, what you’re going
to need is a CPU, a Motherboard,
a Graphics Card, RAM, a power
supply, either an HDD or SSD and
also a case. Of these parts, the first
things that you should pick are your
CPU and your Graphics Card. Prices
for older graphics cards have skyrocketed recently, due to Crypto
Currency Mining, but a fantastic
place to source good parts is on
pcpartpicker.com. Make sure that
you do your research. Know exactly
what you would like your PC to do.
If you budget €400 on parts, you’re
going to get a €400 PC. Building a

PC isn’t magically cheap, there is
expense, but it is an up front and
upgradeable investment.

I had absolutely no idea what the
difference between a GTX 1050,
1050ti or a 1060, so I watched
various YouTube tutorials and I
would urge anyone else to do the
same. Most of these tutorials will
show you exactly how well each
card can run different games and
it is a great indicator to show you
exactly what you will need and want.
There are similar comparisons for
CPUs and once you have selected
these parts you’re essentially done.
You now know exactly what your
PC is capable of and you must just
pick the other parts to suit this. If
you put your CPU and Graphics
Card into the compatibility checker
on pcpartspicker, you should be
now more than able to select the
rest of your parts. The best part of
the site is the fact that it includes a
compatibility checker to guarantee
that your PC will actually work!
So you’ve picked the parts, your
mouth is watering, here comes
the big PC. You can actually get
very creative when building. Some
people love to pick a theme, or a
colour palette and it can lead to
some very creative designs. Go
onto the subreddit r/battlestations
and you will not be able to help but
be inspired. Don’t forget to include
some peripherals, a nice new mouse,
a fancy keyboard maybe even a new

headset. Buying all these things new
can be ridiculously expensive, but
don’t forget to look second-hand.
Second hand computer parts can
be a minefield at the best of times,
but after a fairly short few days on
Facebook Marketplace, Done Deal
and so on, I managed to source a
high-quality keyboard, mouse and
mouse-mat for less than half their
RRP.
Once you’ve ordered your parts,
the actual construction of the PC
itself is far from complicated. It
can look very intimidating, wires
everywhere, and so on. In fact, it is
quite simple. All of your parts will
come with manuals, and there’s no
real possibility of a mistake unless
you force parts to go where they
shouldn’t go. Everything should fit
together with minimal force and
there you go. You have built a PC.
One huge benefit that UCC students
avail of is the fact that we can get
a copy of Windows entirely free
through the UCC website, saving
you money which can be invested
elsewhere.
In summary all I can say is, do
it. It is one of the most fulfilling
experiences that I have had in my
entire life. Building a PC was one
of the most stressful things I have
ever done, but when it actually
turned on, the feeling of relief made
it all worthwhile! Use the various
resources online, get inspired and get
building! 

A fun game for everyone to play
together, until it gets competitive
and someone threatens to move
out when you hit them with a
Blue-Shell

Left4Dead 2: Xbox 360 or PC

Zombie survival game where up
to 4 players try to survive hoards
and hoards of zombies! Perfect for
Halloween!

Gears of War 4: Xbox One

A fantastic first-person shooter
where the campaign can be
entirely played co-operatively.
I’ve actually played it as a coop and it is a hugely difficult but
rewarding experience!

Super Smash Bros:

In terms of fighting games, the
artistic style of Smash Bros
mixed with the complex attack
system gives the game a hugely
approachable yet competitive style.
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Photo by Bash Fish on Unsplash

Creature From the black lagoon found in students sink
Callum Casey, Humor Editor
There was widespread shock in the
scientific community of Ireland
today as the creature was discovered.
The cryptid, long thought to be a
myth, was found living in the sink
of apartment 63 of Victoria Lodge.
It appears the poisonous atmosphere
of the sink was the perfect breeding
ground for such a monster.
Brenda Courtney, the occupant
of room 2, was the first to see the
Creature, “So like, when I first saw
it I thought it was just a bit of mould,
maybe some raisins or something.
The sink hasn’t been cleaned for
nearly a month, so it was a fair
assumption. But no, I was wrong. It

was a mythological swamp monster.
Mad stuff.”

crockery in the shower, I just can’t
face that kitchen.”

With murky grey waters filled with
old pasta, tuna juice and a cupboards
worth of submerged cutlery, the
sink is the ideal environment for the
creature. His Trip Advisor reviews
have been glowing, “Uninhabitable,
and downright toxic. A real threat to
human life. 5 stars”

Rachel, the last roommate was
unavailable for comment as she is
still in a critical condition in CUH,
following an altercation with the
creature. When Rachel bravely
reached into the sink for a tea spoon,
the creature, sensing an intruder, bit
her hand off.

How the sink got to this noxious
level is still up for debate, as all
occupants of the house say they are
the “clean one”.

Connor is a biology student and
has been researching the creature,
though he has yet to come up with
any concrete theories, “After an
intensive investigation I feel I have
discovered the source of the creature.
I have theorised, that a piece of pasta,
left adrift in the sinks grease trap for
over a month has mutated to create

“I don’t cook here,” Connor, the
occupant of room 3 told University
Express, “I’ve started using a gas
stove in my room and cleaning my

the monster, thanks to the rest of the
shit thrown on top of it. Whose pasta
it was is still a mystery.”
After Victoria Lodge threatened to
take the student’s deposit, along with
their souls and first-born children
for breaking the ‘no visitors’ rule,
the roommates knew it was time to
do something about the creature.
But, surprisingly, they didn’t have
to, as after watching, “The Shape
of Water”, together one night, the
creature, and Brenda, mysteriously
disappeared.
“To be fair,” Connor conceded,
“He’s still not as manky as half the
lads she brings back from Havanas.”
The sink has yet to be cleaned. 

Editor: Callum Casey

Human DNA found in Vegan ready meal
Callum Casey, Humor Editor
There was widespread shock and
revulsion in the Vegan community of
Ireland as recent tests found Human
DNA in “Pompous Pear” ready
meals. The affected meals were
recalled quickly but the damage was
done; Vegans all over Ireland had
ingested human flesh.
“We really have no idea how this
happened,” A spokesperson for the
company told University Express,
“We’re a locally owned, family
run, eco-friendly multi-national
conglomerate. We have the highest
safety measures in place. It really
is a mystery how our workers keep
falling into the meat grinders.”
The scandal broke when an unnamed
man in Sligo found a toe in his
Quinoa and Kale burgers. He was
initially shocked but did admit in
confidence to University Express
that the toe did, “Liven up the
fucking thing.”

The Government has received over
20,000 complaints from Vegans
across the country since the incident,
which is actually a 10% decrease in
the usual number of complaints from
Vegans.
Rachel McInerney, the local town
Vegan, had this to say last week
when the scandal broke: “So, I was
minding my own business, eating
my sandwich in the park when a
Vegetarian sat beside me. They had
the cheek to eat an egg and cress
sandwich in the same space as me. I
could smell the cruelty. I mean, how
evil can you be? So, I was writing my
6th whiny email of the week when I
saw the news. I was astounded to say
the least. I haven’t been this angry
since I saw my child eat a sausage.
He’s up for adoption now of course.”
At the time of writing however, the
complaints have begun to drop off
substantially. Surprisingly, Pompous
Pear have been getting requests to
add the Human meat back into the
meals.

Liam O’ Ceidigh, president of
Vegans Ireland made a statement
about the recent shift in Vegan
mentality earlier today, “After
years of pretending we didn’t miss
meat, and loved fucking bland,
shitty quinoa, we are announcing
our intention to switch to a diet of
Human flesh. The reason we became
Vegan in the first place was to stop
animal cruelty and lessen our impact
on the world. We don’t care if we’re
cruel to humans, we’re all arseholes,
and can you think of anything better
for the environment than eating a
posh prick who drives a Land Rover
in a city centre?”
The Vegans have pledged to live
their new Cannibalistic lifestyle in
peace, consuming only the ready
meals and never killing a human.
It is advisable that you not to
approach a Vegan as they will still
likely bore the hole off you talking
about their new diet and tell you
how you’re a terrible person for not
eating Human meat.
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2018’S HOTTEST
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
A comprehensive list of this
years scariest, and sexiest
costumes.

Sexy Michael D. → This one is

self-explanatory. What a beast.

A Brexit. → A white vest, bald

cap and a union jack. Finish of
with a warm can of Stella for
authenticity.

Rejected Susi Letter. → The

scariest thing any student can
think of.

Global warming. → A dead polar

bear

Sexy Global warming. → See
above but add some fishnets.

Porn hub pop-up ad→ Scare all

your friends with thought of
computer viruses or exposing
them as the depraved perverts
they really are!

The abstract concept of death

YOUR MATE SEAN; POSSESSED BY A DEMON OR JUST A MAD LAD?

→ A Dealz skull mask and your
mums’ black shawl.

probably just messing around. Boys
will be boys, right? He probably
didn’t actually cut out that lads’ heart
and burn it while chanting. It’s best
to just ignore this one unless you
want to be next.

The Lad → Muscle fit half zip,

Callum Casey,Humor Editor
Sean is great craic. Always up for
the sesh, no matter what. He lives on
College Road and is the life of the
party, but recently he’s been acting a
bit strange. This article will help you
decide if he’s just having a laugh, or
if his body is a conduit for Satan.
Speaking in tongues- You saw Sean
screaming Latin at his Girlfriend in
McDonalds one Thursday night. To
be fair, she had got him the wrong
sauce on his nuggets, and that would
be enough to put me in the mood.
Sean can also recite the entire Bible
backwards, but we can attribute
that to his short-lived career as
Ballincollig’s 5th best MC.
Vomiting Blood-Sean has had his
stomach pumped so many times the
emergency room gave him a medal.

Sure, this time he was crawling
across the roof when he vomited
on the couch, but he did down two
bottles of Bucky. Mad bastard.
Communing with Rats- His gaff
hasn’t been cleaned in months, so
it’s only natural he’d befriend the
rats there. It’s just like Sean to train
them to hunt his enemies too, Mad
Fucker that Sean is.
Cowering in fear of Crucifixes- This
one is slightly harder to explain.
Maybe some repressed Catholic
guilt? But that still doesn’t explain
that one time at Aaron’s birthday
when he burst into flames at the
sight of the Sacred Heart Picture.
Sean’s blood is 90% Tesco Vodka,
and he does smoke 12 packs a day,
so Spontaneous Human Combustion
is always a possibility.
Human

Sacrifices-

Sean

was

His Dancing- This is the only
concrete proof we have that he may
be home to a Demonic presence.
When a man moves like that to Ed
Sheeran Remixes and MC Pat Flynn,
he must be aligned with Lucifer.
Skipping his lectures to drink in
Wetherspoons in the morningClassic Sean. Sneaking in a naggin
to drink with his full Irish breakfast.
Definitely not possessed. He could,
however, be an alcoholic desperately
acting out hoping someone will
notice and help. One time he missed
his test at 9am to drink in Spoons.
Absolute. Mad. Lad.

Muscle fit Tracksuit, Fake
muscles. Dry Super Noodles for
the hair.

The creepy older guy in the club
who won’t leave you alone →

Heavily sweat stained Ed Hardy
shirt, bootcut jeans and a smile
that says “My wife left me, and
my kids think I’m a failure.
Wanna do shots?”

A Witch (2018) →

Repeal
Jumper, Black Fringe and a
nose piercing. Don’t let your
daughters wear this costume
though as they may get notions
about rights and feminism and
all that shit.
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Frankenstein: The Myth, The Monster
Tara Leigh, Arts & Lit Writer
So in the spirit of Halloween,
I’ve decided to write a piece on
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.
Not only is it a wonderful tale
for this spooky season, but it’s
also the 200th year anniversary of
the publication of this wonderful
novel. There are a lot of myths
surrounding Frankenstein, and it’s
changed through time with each
new generation. It’s one of those
stories that we know of, but that
we don’t know well. We all know
about “the creature”, that he’s
this big, evil and scary monster,
but the novel itself is more than
merely a horror story.
The book differs to the many
film and play adaptations that
followed its release. It’s more
intense, morally ambiguous,
and I personally find it more
terrifying. The novel gives the
creature a narrative and a central
role. Whereas in the adaptations,
he’s nothing more than a monster
who kills people. We see in the
novel, that, yes, he is a murderer
and does kill people, but, despite
this, we also see how human “the
creature” actually is. He tells us
how rejected he felt by his creator
when Frankenstein fled. We’re
shown that he has a broad range
of emotions and feelings. He is a
creation of his environment. (No
pun intended.) His actions were a
response to his abandonment, and
his feelings of anger and anguish
grew with how people responded
to him. Yet having said this, we
do sympathize with Frankenstein.
There’s a moment in the novel
where The Creature comes to life,
and is standing over Frankenstein.
The Creature is confused and

making noises and bizarre
movements [and Frankenstein’s
description of this is quite
problematic] and Frankenstein
is laying there terrified. I am
sympathetic to him here, because
realistically, if a giant, horrifying,
reanimated creature was to enter
the room, I would probably get
up and run too, as would most of
you.
One noticeable thing about the
myth of Frankenstein, is the
description of the creature. He’s
quite different to any of the
costumes that can be found in the
Halloween stores, or that you’ll
find knocking at your door on
Halloween night. Unlike this
loathsome, green, zombie-like
creature we’re all used to, he’s
described as having “yellow skin”
that “scarcely cover[s] the work
of muscles and arteries beneath”.
He doesn’t have the slow waddle,
but instead is able to run fast, and
jump to abnormal heights. He was
made to be an improvement of the
human race. I honestly think this
is one of the most terrifying things
about this novel. The creature
doesn’t look like a monster, but
he’s not quite human either, and
thus we can’t figure him out.
In the 1994 movie adaptation,
there are a huge number of
differences. This version of the
story is the one that we’re all more
familiar with. One of the biggest
differences is the creation of the
female creature. In the movie, he
brings his cousin Elizabeth back
to life, and then the Creature tries
to take her as his bride. However
in the novel, Frankenstein uses
an unknown process to create the
creature’s bride. The woman is

Editor: Eadaoin Regan
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Local Spooky Spots!
unknown, and more importantly,
is not Elizabeth. Frankenstein
destroys this would-be-creation
instead of reanimating her. If
you want to be very meticulous,
Elizabeth doesn’t have her heart
ripped out of her chest by the
Creature, rather he strangles her
instead. It’s also worth noting
that at no point in the novel does
Frankenstein scream “It’s alive!”
at the monster.
The play adaptations that
followed Frankenstein’s release
weren’t entirely true to the text
either. The hunchback assistant
Igor [Fritz], actually doesn’t exist
in the original novel. He actually

first appears in “Presumption; or,
The Fate of Frankenstein”, by
Richard Brinsley Peake. Not only
does Brinsley add in characters,
but he doesn’t actually name the
Creature. The Creature is referred
to as “(---)”, and that’s all.
I would definitely recommend
reading
Frankenstein
this
Halloween. It’s spooky and scary,
but also gets you to question
morality and the character’s
actions. It’s also worth seeing
how different the novel is to all
of these adaptations. Definitely
interact with the “Frankenweek”
that’s been planned, and celebrate
this remarkable novel. 

Éadaoin Regan, Arts & Lit Editor

Our Lady’s Hospital, Lee Road

This nineteenth-century mental asylum looming over the city may
have largely been converted into flats, but you can still go and see the
sections that have been deemed too dangerous to develop. If you really
want to creep yourself out, go at night. Alternatively, go during the day
and take pictures of the windows. When you go home zoom in and see
what you find. Try it!

St. Kevin’s Hospital, Lee Road

While this place is thoroughly secured these days, it is still worth going
up for a look. I was lucky enough to get in there a few years ago. Even
on a sunny summer’s day it was seriously unsettling.

The Lough

Look up the legend of the Flooded Kingdom. And then sit and wait by
the Lough to see if you hear the eternal session for yourself.

Cork City Gaol, Sundays Well

This self-guided winter tour is a must tourist attraction. What better
time of year to do it?

The Franciscan Well Pub, Sundays Well

Many have reported hearing the rattling chains of water being brought
up from the original well. Many have reported this as hearsay.
Regardless, many have also enjoyed a lovely pint and pizza here so
why not go and look for yourself?

Cork City Ghost Tour

While it is off-season, it is possible to organize group tours for groups
of over 15.
Visit www.corkghosttour.ie for further details.

SEXPRESS
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attraction to someone only after
building an emotional bond, but
after that the feelings coincide nicely
as they do for many allosexual/
romantic people. However, people
may only have sexual or romantic
feelings, or experience both but to
varying degrees, or even find that the
degree of sexual or romantic feelings
they experience towards someone
depends on their partner’s gender.

The Ace of Hearts: Asexuality 101
Max Shanahan, Sexpress Writer

The Sexpress has looked at all sorts
of things that go on in the bedroom
and surround our sexual lives, but
this one’s about something a bit
different - the sexual identities
defined by a lack of interest in any
such activities. Often a strange
concept for many in our oversexualised society, asexuality and
this community tucked away in
the plus of LGBT+ is refining and
redefining the way we look at sex,
intimacy, and relationships.
But first, what is asexuality? What
does it mean to identify as ‘ace’?
Asexuality is generally defined as
a lack of sexual attraction, but like
many other queer identities, it exists
on a spectrum, from a total absence
of such feelings to allosexuality a term coined for the majority of
people who do experience sexual
attraction. This has led to the term
‘ace’ being used for anyone who
falls on the more ‘asexy’ side of
this spectrum. Many of these people
simply do not feel a sexual pull or
desire towards other people, or only
feel it rarely or weakly.
To understand asexuality, it is
important to understand what it is
not. Sexual attraction is distinct to
libido, or your sex drive, so while
many asexual people may not have
much of a sex drive to speak of, this
isn’t always the case; a lack of one
doesn’t mean a lack of the other.
Nor is it a choice to be celibate, or a
medical/hormonal issue. As with all
LGBT+ identities, these feelings or
lack thereof are normal and valid in

their own right, and can’t be changed
by outside forces or a decision to
alter your own sexual behaviour.

However, this doesn’t mean sex is
off the cards for all asexuals. For
example, a common ace identity is
demisexuality, wherein the person
feels no sexual attraction until they
have established a strong emotional
bond with someone, after which they
may feel any degree of attraction
to that person. Many asexuals may
engage in sex for second-order
reasons, such as to feel a sense of
intimacy and closeness with their
partner, or to bring their partner
pleasure. They may also enjoy
other physical non-sexual acts that
develop intimacy, like hand-holding,
cuddling, or kissing, or enjoy acts
on a sensual level, such as their
partner’s smell or caressing skin.
This diversity of feeling towards
doing the do is often expressed
in the ace community through
descriptors such as sex neutral,
repulsed, or positive, to specify how
you and a potential partner may
navigate sex and to what degree
you feel comfortable with sleeping
with someone. However, these are
entirely different to believing sex
is immoral or demonstrates some
kind of weak character. While sexrepulsed or sex-neutral people may
fast forward through sex scenes on
TV or feel uncomfortable in rounds
of Never Have I Ever, asexuality
isn’t about slut-shaming or wishing
for everyone to live sexless, celibate
lives. Growing up and living in an
over-sexualised world, most ace

people are all too familiar with
feeling like your sexuality is wrong
or something to be ashamed of, and
most sex-repulsed people have no
qualms about others having safe,
consensual sex, so long as it doesn’t
involve them!

Of course, asexual people with
romantic partners challenges how
society typically understands how
sexuality and romance coincide. For
many people, these two modes of
attraction go hand in hand, but they
are not inherently one and the same.
People can experience sexual and
romantic attraction differently and as
separate ways to be drawn to another
person. An asexual person may
experience romantic attraction, and
this can also vary based on gender
as sexual orientation does. Romantic
orientations such as hetero-, homo, or bi-romantic allow people to
specify both who they’re attracted
to, and how they’re attracted to
them. Many asexual people wish for
a loving relationship just as much
as their allosexual counterparts,
they just want that affection to be
expressed in a non-sexual way!
However, just as sexual orientation
has a ‘Not Applicable’ option, so
does romantic orientation. The
asexual community also includes
many aromantic (or aro) people,
who do not experience romantic
attraction. This too exists on a
spectrum mirroring asexuality, but
with the suffix -romantic instead.
Using the demisexual example,
someone could be both demisexual
and romantic, feeling either

A desire for love and affection
is quite universal though, and
many aromantic people look
for someone to share their lives
with in what is known as a Queer
Platonic Relationship, or a QPR. An
interesting middle ground between
close friends and a romantic partner,
QPR’s involve people who are
deeply emotionally invested and
close to one another but have only
platonic feelings for each other. The
boundaries are felt out and defined
by each couple, but many QPR’s
include physical intimacy such as
cuddling or hand-holding and would
be more deeply involved in each
other’s lives and futures than most
friendships, often living together,
or even raising a child together. [A
good way to understand QPR’s is
to imagine your best friend moving
away; while you probably would
miss them dearly and try to find
ways to still see them or stay in
contact, this doesn’t have a major
impact on your own future or current
lifestyle. However, in a QPR each
person would consider the other in
such life choices, and they would
discuss them like in a committed
romantic
relationship,
because
there is a similar level of emotional
investment in each other.]
Asexuality is a diverse identity
with a welcoming community,
making space for many different
experiences of love, sex, and
romance, demonstrating that there
are many different ways to navigate
our desire for love and emotional
connection to other people, all of
which put communication at the
heart of each relationship. If you are
curious about asexuality, want to
hear from different ace perspectives,
or have questions or queries, AVEN,
the Asexual Visibility and Education
Network is a wonderful resource and
the long-established hub of all things
asexual. 
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Student

NOW OPEN
TIL 4AM

SPECIAL

14” LARGE CHEESE PIZZA + 3 TOPPINGS

€10

T&C: *UP to 3 toppings. please mention offer when ordering. only valid with student id.
not vaild with any other offer. valid for a limited time only and at participating stores.
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Foinsí ionspioráide ab ea iad na hUnderdogs
James McAuliffe, Eagarthóir Gaeilge

I

mbliana thug clár na ‘madraí
lathaí’ deis do imreoirí ar fud na
hÉireann áiteanna a bhaint amach
ar a bhfoireann idirchontae. Deich
mbliana ó shin, d’éirigh le Kieran
Donaghy agus Pearse O’Neill a
leitheid a thapú. Níorbh fhada ina
dhiaidh an chláir go raibh rólanna
lárnacha acu do Chorcaigh agus do
Chiarraí.
Ba léir gur chuir an chomhairle ó
Mhíceál Ó Muircheartaigh, Jarlath
Burns agus Mickey Ned O’Sullivan
go mór i bhfeidhm orthu agus boinn
Uile-Éireann ag líonadh a bpócaí
féin.

Ní raibh ann ach riachtanas amháin:
Nár imir éinne des na himreoirí i
gCraobh Shinsir Peile na hÉireann
dá gcontaetha féin.
B’iad Ray Silke ó Ghaillimh,
Valerie Mulcahy as Corcaigh agus
Paul Galvin as an Ríocht a bhí mar
roghnóirí foirne i mbliana. Cheapas
gur dhein said a ndícheall chun an
Ghaeilge a labhairt dos na himreoirí
ina gcuid óráidí agus fiú amháin agus
iad i mbun traenála.
Tar éis roinnt dianchampaí traenála,
cluichí dúshláin agus cuairteoirí
éagsúla (Ina measc do bhí Kieran
Donaghy é féin, Iarpheileadóir de
chuid Bhleá Cliath Denis Bastick

Gaeilge
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agus fear a bhí an-rathúil leis an
fhoireann pheil na mban Chorcaí,
Eamon Ryan) thug said aghaidh ar
Bhleá Cliath sa chluiche cinniúnach.

aclaí sa chlár. Cé nach raibh sé ag
traenáil go huile is go hiomlán, chuir
na roghnoirí ar an bhfoireann é don
chluiche deiridh.

Bhuaigh Bleá Cliath go héasca ar an
lá. B’é an scór ná: Bleá Cliath 5-17
na hUnderdogs 1-03. Cé nár éirigh
leo an lámh in uachtar a fháil ar na
buachaillí Átha Cliath, sílim go
raibh níos mó ná caid le feiscint sa
chlár. ‘Sé mo thuairim féin go raibh
doimhneacht sa tsraith áirithe seo.
Léireoidh mé mo dhearcadh le cúpla
sampla.

Ba léir don Saol Fódlach nach raibh
aon ghortú ag cur isteach air le linn
na himeartha. Ba mhór an tionchar
ar an gcluiche a bhí aige le uimhir a
haon déag ar a dhroim. B’é laoch na
himeartha dos na hUnderdogs i mo
thuairim (é sin le Johnny Cooper ag
faire go dlúth air).

I dtús baire, cad is brí leis an focal
‘Underdog’? De réir foclóir Oxford,
ciallaíonn sé go bhfuil easpa stádais
ag an duine nó go mbíonn seans
maith go gcailfear an duine agus
í/é in iomaíocht. Bhí an téama seo á
thaispeáint go cruinn agus go soiléir
sa chlár.
Tógaimíst Richie Greene ó Bhaile
Átha Luain mar shampla. Le linn an
chláir, bhí Richie ag streachailt le
gortaithe éagsúla. Mar bharr ar gach
donas, bhí titimeas air. Dá bharr sin,
bíonn air taomanna titimis a shárú go
minic.
Sin ráite, tháinig Richie chun páirce
in aghaidh Bleá Cliath agus é
toilteanach chun imeartha. Ní fada
go raibh an liathróid ina sheilibh
aige agus é tugtha chun talún sa
chearnóg. Sheas sé suas agus chuir
sé i gcúl na heangaí í.
Chomh maith leis sin, bhí an
Gaillmheach Fintan Ó Cuanaigh.
Bhí Fintan gortaithe le tamall fada
agus é ceann des na himreoirí is

Ar deireadh thiar thall, bhí Ciarán
Mac Fhearghusa – Underdog na
Gaeil Óga. Sular thosnaigh an clár,
bhí beagán den aiféala air. Nuair a
chuireadh tús leis na hUnderdogs i
2003 agus 2004, chaill Ciarán amach
toisc go raibh sé gortaithe ag an am.
Ina cheann sin, bhí spreagadh eile
aige an uair seo, sé sin Na Gaeil Óga
(a chumann i mBleá Cliath). Is léir
go mbíonn sé ag cur na Gaeilge chun
cinn agus iad ag imirt go huile is go
hiomlán trí Ghaeilge. Mar a deireann
sé: “Tá mé ag iarraidh a thaispeáint
do phobal na tíre chomh maith go
bhfuil beocht sa Ghaeilge i mBaile
Átha Cliath, agus go bhfuil beocht i
gcumann Na Gaeil Óga.”
Mar sin, ní dóigh liom gur clár C.L.G
amach is amach é. Ba chlár spreagúil
faoi chonas deacharachtaí a shárú
sa saol é. Ba mhór an inspioráid a
thug na himreoirí do mhuintir na
hÉireann. Is cuma faoi chúlra atá
ag duine, cinnte bhí inspioráid de
shaghas éigint faoi chonas dúshláin a
chloí ar fáil duit. 

Frásaí na Seachtaine:

Toghchán na hUachtaránachta
1.

Rogha na coitiantachta – The Favourite

2.

Do vóta a chaitheamh – To cast your vote

3.

Iarrthóir/í – Candidate/s

4.

Cuireann sé/sí róbhéim ar – He/she places too much emphasis on

5.

Díospóireacht – A Debate

6.

Iarrthóirí sóisialacha – Socialist candidates

7.

Iarrthóirí na heite deise – Right-wing candidates

8.

Iarrthóirí neamhspleácha – Independent candidates

9.

Toghcheantar – A constituency

10.

Na hionaid vótála – Votting poles
Photograph: Sam Boal / RollingNews.ie
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Photo Credits: This page:
Photos from the Conroy Cup
Tournament by Célem Deegan.
Next page, clockwise from left:
Fitzgerald Park, photo by Eve
Harrington; Get the Girls Around
event, photo provided by UCC
Cancer Society; The Final of
The UCC Music Society SingerSongwriter Competition, Photo by
Eve Harrington
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Conor McGregor;For Better or For Worse
Declan Gleeson, Sports Editor

H

e is undoubtedly one of
the most recognisable and
successful faces in the world
of sport for the past few years,
but Conor McGregor frequently
mixes work with play and often
winds up in trouble for one reason
or another. Some have credited
McGregor for his attitude in the
face of adversity and ‘haters’,
while others believe he makes a
mockery of the sport and is more of
an act than a professional athlete;
regularly taunting opponents and
verbally abusing them and their
families in the run up to a big fight.
So the question really is this: is the

Notorious, as a top athlete, a credit
to his profession or is he dragging
the UFC name down with all of his
antics and controversy?

Starting with the positives is
always an easier route to take.
I’ll readily admit that I knew
practically nothing about UFC and
the art of MMA until this young
Irishman hit the scene and quickly
developed a worldwide army of
fans. I was encapsulated by his
confidence and bravado, and the
entertainment he brought to press
conferences. I think there’s a very
small bracket of great athletes who
had such magnetic personalities
that almost any mention of the

sport was followed by the mention
of their name: Muhammad Ali,
Mike Tyson, Shaquille O’Neal
and Peyton Manning come to
mind, not the worst company to
have. I’m not sure there has ever
been a more hotly anticipated
and talked about event like the
Mayweather vs McGregor boxing
match last year. Not content to be
restricted to his own discipline
of MMA, McGregor challenged
arguably the greatest boxer ever
to a fight. He lost of course, but
has anyone ever tried to transition
into another sport so quickly and
land a blockbuster bout like that?
Whether he’s being criticised for
his behaviour; namely his arrest

after attacking Nurmagomedov
last year and the suspension after
the fight last month, or praised for
a performance, McGregor is so
valuable to the UFC because of the
attention he draws, the interest the
UFC receives, and the revenue he
generates.
And, well, he’s Irish. There’s
some deep buried instinct in me
to support any Irish athlete I come
across. At the beginning, I think
he instilled a bit of pride in the
country; he was one of our own,
a genuine jackeen making waves
over in the States, and not giving a
flying “fook” what people thought
of him. It’s been many a year since
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Ireland had an athlete as gifted as
McGregor with such appeal and
talent, firmly placed at the heart of
his sport. Conor has been praised
for his loyalty and rewarding
nature to those who have stood
by him, especially his coach
John Kavanagh and his fanbase.
Recently, McGregor showed some
of that generosity when he paid off
the mortgage on his parents’ home
in Lucan. A real debate opens up
around whether he can be seen as
a role model. On the positive side
of the argument, people point to
his never-ending reservoir of selfbelief and “never say die attitude”.
I’m not going to argue that he’s
the best fighter ever, because he’s
lost quite comprehensively in the
past, but literally the day after a
punishing loss McGregor is back
on his feet and as undeterred as
ever, still firm in his belief that he
is the king of the castle. For a lot of
children this can be a valuable life
lesson, to believe in yourself and
not to give up easily.
On the other side of the debate,
many people would say that
McGregor goes so far overboard in
the lead up to a fight, that it borders
on harassment. Even as a wellknown showman and performer,
a lot of what McGregor says and
does are quite despicable and have
earned him quite a poor reputation
in parts of the UFC and MMA
communities. Just as easily as one
could say that his good qualities
can be inspiring, his horrendous
actions and verbal confrontations
teach very different lessons, and
not ones to be followed. The
constant to-and-fro of verbal
quarrelling and the pure nastiness
that he has expressed in some of
the press conferences, is enough to
alienate a lot of people. Particularly
in that last fight with Khabib, it
just seemed so unnecessary; good
athletes and performers don’t need

to resort to accusing an opponent
of ‘terrorism’ or mock their
religion openly in order to win. I
understand that flamboyancy and
unpredictability are part and parcel
of McGregor’s style and persona,
but it’s all stacking up against him
recently and fans aren’t the only
ones that are sick of his games.
It has been reported on a number
of occasions that the majority of
fighters in the UFC hold a lot of
resentment towards McGregor,
something I’m sure Conor laps
up. But could you blame any of
them? McGregor has been getting
special treatment for years now
and always escapes with little more
than a suspension. His ‘hoodlum’
behaviour undermines the values of
the sport and those that are trying
to expand its success based on the
merits of fighting. McGregor is, of
course, one of these top fighters,
but we have spent so much more
time examining his actions outside
of the octagon.
Conor McGregor poses a real
headache for UFC executives. Is
he really worth all of the drama,
condemnation, attention? Dana
White certainly seems to think so.
Whatever your opinion of the man,
he’s one of the most successful
sports people of our generation,
but his position at the moment is
extraordinarily volatile. McGregor
is one more public meltdown
away from losing it all. With every
passing event and war of words, I
think he loses the public’s affection
just a little bit more. The fight
with Mayweather, the subsequent
year off, and the launch of Proper
Whiskey seem like desperate
attempts to stay relevant, when all
he should be doing is focusing on
showing us why he is regarded as
one of the best MMA fighters of our
time, showing everyone the same
form he had a few years. Its long
way down from the top, after all. 

37

A Student/Player Life
Tara Maher, Sports Writer

D

avid Hurley, 19, is a second
year Arts student and a
current player for League of
Ireland side Cobh Ramblers.
Hurley began playing soccer for
Tramore Athletic when he was
five years old. He also played for
Avondale and then Ringmahon
Youth Team before being spotted
by Ramblers when he was 16. He
was part of the side that finished
top of the Southern Division,
which Hurley described as the
most significant moment in his
career so far. However, he revealed
his proudest accolade was winning
Cobh Ramblers U19 player of the
year two years running. He signed
his first senior contract in January
of this year and has just finished
his first full season playing with
Cobh’s Seniors. Hurley tasted
early success as Cobh reached
the EA Sports Cup final against
Derry City after beating Dundalk
1-0 in the semi-final. Derry were
eventually crowned champions,
their eleventh time as winners,
after beating Ramblers 3-1.

Hurley spoke candidly about the
pressure of studying full time,
training two to three times a
week plus matches while also
having a part-time job. “It can
get difficult”, he says, “especially
around study week and summer
exams. I had to go straight
from an exam to a game which
was stressful”. Despite this, he
admitted he wouldn’t change it
for the world. Before the league
starts up again in January, Hurley
is determined to stay on top of his
studies and to keep up his fitness
by playing GAA for St. Michael’s
GAA Club.
Hurley is hopeful for the future.
He wants to continue playing for
Cobh and help get them to the
LOI Premier League. “The dream
would be to continue playing at
a high level.” When asked about
playing in England he simply
shrugged it off, “The dream
would be to someday play for
The Republic of Ireland” He also
hopes to graduate with a degree
in Economics and go on to do a
Masters. 
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renewable resources.

The Perfect Formula?
Declan Gleeson, Sports Editor

W

e’ve had a lot of buzz around
UCC in the past number
of weeks regarding the use of
plastics and the effects we have
on the environment; with UCC
having recently opened Ireland’s
first plastic-free café. In the last
few months, the world has become
really aware of just how bad we are
polluting the Earth and how fast we
are going to have to act to reverse
the effects. In honour of that, I
thought I’d have a go at looking at
where the world of sport has been
trying to make improvements and
reduce it’s carbon footprint, with
the enthralling and ever-expanding
sport of Formula 1 and its twin,
Formula E, being the best examples
that came to mind.
Its easy to disregard Formula
1 as being in any way a clean
sport, environmentally speaking,
imagining the amount of fuel being
burned and CO2 being emitted by

so many cars. But the engineers
behind the machines have been
working tirelessly in the last 5 years
or so, to clean up the emissions
from the cars. Since 2014, Formula
1 teams have been continuously
upgrading their equipment and
technology, so much so that the
average F1 car today uses 35% less
fuel than in previous years. A great
example of the practical advantage
F1 has provided, that we can all
benefit from, was the partnership
between the Lotus F1 (now Renault)
and Boeing. Through the sharing of
codes of aerodynamics technology
from Lotus to Boeing, it was
estimated that a 1% decrease in
drag can lead to a 14% decrease in
volume of fuel used in aircraft. And
further afield, any developments in
the world of motorsport trickles
down and leads to tangible results
for the entire motor industry: our
cars benefit from the fuel-efficient
technology seen in the sport today.

Formula 1 might not have been
the eco-friendliest sport to begin
with, but if the last decade has
shown the world anything, it’s that
there is real commitment from the
organisers and manufacturers to
improve the industry’s effect on
the environment. With F1 teams
and manufacturers pumping vast
amounts,
approximately
$300
million each year into research
and development, F1 is an
ongoing workshop dedicated to
building cleaner, greener transport
technology. If you consider soccer
for example, sure, a match day
might not emit the greatest amount
of CO2 but there are no procedures
in place to make the game greener
or more sustainable. Imagine how
many non-biodegradable shirts
are piled up in landfills around
the world. And to make matters
worse, football teams are actually
promoting the sale of even more of
these products, which are largely
made from fabric derived from non-

One of the biggest developments
in terms of clean or renewable
energy being used a sporting
sense is the success of Formula
E, the environmentally friendly
electric version of F1. Formula E
is about to enter its 5th season of
competitive racers and has boasted
a different champion in every one
of the first four years, displaying
the kind of competitive nature it
hopes will appeal to the masses.
The technology it takes to develop a
battery that enables a car to travel at
speeds of up to 174mph is no small
feat. Interest in the electric racing
has been growing steadily since
its inception, though still takes a
backseat to the broadcasting and
viewing figures of F1; audience
figures for the season, Formula E
had 61.5 million while Formula 1
had 1.5 billion. For any of the F1
speed freaks out there doubting the
excitement of the electric cars, the
newly developed Formula E Gen2
car, which will be ready for the
upcoming season, boasts a top speed
of 174mph, about 50mph behind the
highest speeds reached in Formula
1. This is significantly enough for
the Formula E cars as they compete
almost exclusively on tight, twisty
street circuits. Formula E has had
some pretty huge endorsements
from celebrities over the last couple
of years with Richard Branson
saying he thinks it could overtake
Formula 1 in terms of popularity.
Others who have endorsed the sport
include: Leonardo DiCaprio, Adrien
Brody. Kylie Minogue and Idris
Elba.
Formula 1 and Formula E represent
fantastic opportunities to move
sport into a more renewable and
more sustainable form. There
are still bugs in the system and
maybe integration between the
two disciplines is the solution, but
it’s endearing to see real change
and real drive from a sporting
organisation to ethically clean up
their performance at a time where
the world is in critical condition. 
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20X20 campaign aims to improve
women’s sports culture in Ireland

Tara Maher, Sports Writer

T

he Federation of Irish Sport
has launched a new campaign,
titled ‘20x20’. The objectives
of the campaign are to increase
media coverage, participation and
attendance at women’s sporting
events by 20% by the year 2020.
The campaign, which is being
supported by RTÉ Sport, is
warmly welcomed due to the lack
of investment and support given
to women’s sporting teams in
Ireland. The recent success of the
Irish Women’s Hockey team, who
were given no state funding and

whose World Cup media coverage
was minimal, shone a light on how
women sports stars and sporting
events have been overshadowed by
male athletes and their success.

The campaign was launched in
Google Headquarters, Dublin and
included a list of panellists such
as Cork GAA star Rena Buckley,
who was recently at the centre of
a shocking revelation. Buckley,
who has won eighteen All-Ireland
medals across both hurling and
football, spoke about how she was
invited to present medals to an U14
Ladies Football team who won the
championship, and the U12 boys

team. However, she was pulled
aside and told that the GAA team
didn’t want her to hand the boys
their medals, and that she would
just present to the girls team.
Instead she was replaced by a local
man. This story poses the question,
“Would she have been turned away
if she was a man with eighteen
‘All-Ireland’ winning medals in his
back pocket?”.
A video was launched alongside
the campaign with the slogan ‘If
she can’t see it, she can’t be it’.
The video contains a group of
young Irish girls candidly speaking
about what it’s like playing sport in

Ireland. When they are asked about
their sporting heroes are, they
answer with the likes of Pogba
and Rory McIlroy. However when
asked about their female heroes,
one girl simply states: “I don’t
really know any of the girls so...”.
This highlights the need for women
idols for the young girls of Ireland
and the only way for this to happen
is with more investment and more
media coverage.
You can follow the campaign
on twitter by using the hashtags
#20X20, #CantSeeCantBe and
#ShowYourStripes on Twitter. 
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Irish Universities continue to grow as Conroy Cup held at UCC
Declan Gleeson, Sports Editor

T

he Irish Universities Rugby
Union (IURU) has been heaped
with praise recently for its efforts
to continue the development of 3rd
level rugby in Irish universities,
and UCC saw its chance to host a
tournament when the Conroy Cup
came to Mardyke on Saturday 20th
October. The IURU is dedicated
to the growth of 3rd level rugby
through maximising opportunity,
participation, and accessibility to the
game of rugby for all players, male
and female, regardless of standard.
The IURU is also responsible for the

Irish Student side, who play fixtures
against other representative sides,
both inside and outside Ireland. The
Combined Universities have played
against full International touring sides
in the past, including a famous victory
over the Springboks at Thomond
Park in 1965. In recent years, the Irish
Universities have organised fixtures
against other European Student
representative sides.
The Conroy Cup, one of four
domestic tournaments run by the
IURU each year, was run in a
blitz-style format with 6 teams
participating and saw DUFC
eventually securing the win. It was

the 5th win in a row for the Trinity
side. The tournament kicked off
with two pools, UCC in the group
with NUIG and DUFC, while UCD,
Maynooth and Queens University
Belfast faced off in the other group.
The first round of games were held at
The Farm before moving to Mardyke
for the finals. UCC were unlucky to
lose in the first game, succumbing
to DUFC 11-10, but bounced back
to beat NUIG 22-5 to make it to the
3rd/4th place play-off. Maynooth
were out-and-out winners against
NUIG in the 5th/6th place play-off,
winning 33-0, while UCC made
home advantage count as they beat
QUB 16-8 to finish 3rd. DUFC and

UCD both came through the pool
phase comfortably and faced off in
the final as a sizeable crowd gathered
to observe. DUFC were in fine form
and held the lead throughout the
game, the final score standing at 189.
A successful tournament all-in-all
for the IURU and all the universities
involved, as UCC showed off their
hosting abilities. UCC are back in
action in an IURU tournament this
week as they hope to topple the
reigning Dudley Cup champions
UCD. The winner of that fixture
goes on to face QUB in Belfast for a
place in the final opposite DUFC.
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